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Introduction to the Course Handbook and Course Planning Selection Process 

This course handbook has been developed to 

provide comprehensive, accessible, and clear 

information about Departments, course offerings, 

the course planning and selection process, and 
related policies and procedures. The course 

planning and selection process has been designed 

to facilitate thoughtful and well-informed decisions 

by students with careful consideration of the next 

year of study as well as the Graduation Program 

and planning for post-secondary education.  The 

structure creates multiple opportunities for 

information provision, clarification, guidance, and 

review with Teachers, Department Heads, parents 

and Student Services Counsellors. 

Course Selection Process Overview 

• Student Services Counsellors and Department 

Heads will present comprehensive information 

for students entering grades nine through 

twelve and their parents at the Course 

Information Evening.  Content will include 

information about the Graduation Program, 

general university requirements, and course 

information. 

• Student Services Counsellors will meet with 

students to provide an overview of the 

planning and selection process, describe 

course options, distribute course planning 

sheets, and provide guidance with the 

decision making process. 

• Student Services Counsellors will meet with 

students to review their choices and 

complete the selection process. 

• Questions about specific course content 

and/or subject-specific recommendations for 

individual students should be directed to the 

subject Department Heads and Teachers. 

• Questions regarding course load, graduation 

and post-secondary requirements, and 

planning should be directed to Student 

Services Counsellors and Health & Career 

Education/Planning Teachers. 

 

 

Contact Information 

Department Heads: 

Elspeth Anderson, Department Head of Science:  eanderson@croftonhouse.ca 

Brenda Ball, Department Head of Social Studies:  bball@croftonhouse.ca 

Ruth Fraser, Department Head of Student Services:  rfraser@croftonhouse.ca 

Ron Hemmings, Department Head of Mathematics:  rhemmings@croftonhouse.ca 

Denise Lamarche, Department Head of Student Services: dlamarche@croftonhouse.ca  

Gerald Lambert, Department Head of Physical Education:  glambert@croftonhouse.ca 

Diana Leaney, Department Head of Languages: dleaney@croftonhouse.ca 

Katherine MacRae, Department Head of English:  kmacrae@croftonhouse.ca 

Aubin Stewart, Department Head of Creative Arts:  astewart@croftonhouse.ca 

Phil Stringer, Department Head of Information and Communications Technology: pstringer@croftonhouse.ca  
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Student Services Department and Other Contacts: 

Svetlana Catia, Planning/Tutorial Teacher: scatia@croftonhouse.ca  

Sonia Clement, Personal Counsellor: sclement@croftonhouse.ca  

Kristen Drozda, HCE Coordinator, Work Experience Coordinator: kdrozda@croftonhouse.ca  

Ruth Fraser, Department Head, US & International University Counsellor, Graduation Transitions 12 Teacher:  

rfraser@croftonhouse.ca 

Denise Lamarche, Department Head, US & Canadian University Counsellor, Graduation Transitions 12 Teacher: 

dlamarche@croftonhouse.ca 

Paula Manhas, US & Canadian University Counsellor, Graduation Transitions 12 Teacher:  

pmanhas@croftonhouse.ca  

Tashia Norman, Learning Resource: tnorman@croftonhouse.ca  

Tamara Robertson-Fry, Student Services Administrative Coordinator:  trobertsonfry@croftonhouse.ca 

Susan Stine, Personal Counsellor, Health & Career Education 8 & 9 Teacher: sstine@croftonhouse.ca  

Andrea Suttie, Planning/Tutorial Teacher: asuttie@croftonhouse.ca 

Jessy Wollen, Student Services Intern: jwollen@croftonhouse.ca  
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GGGRRRAAADDDUUUAAATTTIIIOOONNN   RRREEEQQQUUUIIIRRREEEMMMEEENNNTTTSSS      
Ministry of Education  

Graduation Program Requirements:  

 

80 credits over grades 10, 11, and 12 

52 required credits credits 

 1. Language Arts English 10 *4 

 2. Language Arts English 11 4 

 3. Language Arts English 12 *4 

 4. Social Studies 10 4 

 5. Social Studies 11 *4 

 6. One grade 10 Mathematics course *4 

 7. One grade 11 or 12 Mathematics course *4 

 8. Science 10 *4 

 9. One grade 11 or 12 Science course *4 

 10. Physical Education 10 4 

 11.  Fine Arts or Applied Skills 10, 11, or 12 4 

 12. Planning 10 4 

 13.  Portfolio Assessment 4 

 

*Provincially examinable 

 

 

• Students must also complete a minimum of 28 elective credits 

• An unlimited number of credits from board authority or independent school authority-authorized or 

post-secondary electives may count toward graduation 

• A minimum of 16 credits from either ministry- or board/authority-authorized or post-secondary course 

are required at the grade 12 level 

• 5 Graduation Program exams in grades 10 to 12 are required for graduation, including a grade 12 

Language Arts exam. In addition, some universities require that the provincial examination, if 

available, be written. Students are encouraged to check specific schools for provincial examination 

requirements 

 

Crofton House School 

Graduation Program Requirements:  

 
 

• Completion of an English 12 course in the grade 12 year*  

• Completion of a second language up to and including grade 11. Note: French 8-10 is compulsory for 

all students 

• Planning 10A in grade 10; Planning 10B in grade 11; & Graduation Portfolio in grade 12 
• Completion of one full year (4 credits) elective course in either Crofton House Fine Arts, Applied Skills, 

or Physical Education in grade11 or 12 

• For grade 10, at least one Applied Skills course and a Fine Arts course will be assigned unless the 
student chooses an additional language in which case only one Fine Arts or one Applied Skill course 

will be assigned 

 

* Refer to more detailed information in the course descriptor area 
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CCCHHHSSS   FFFIIINNNEEE   AAARRRTTTSSS   AAANNNDDD   AAAPPPPPPLLLIIIEEEDDD   SSSKKKIIILLLLLLSSS   

 

Graduation Program:  

80 credits over grades 10, 11, and 12 

CHS FINE ARTS 

  Credits 

• Digital Film Communication 10 2 

• Drama 10 2 

• Music 10 2 

• Visual Arts 10 2 

• Choral Music 11 4 

• Choral Music 12  4 

• Digital Film Communication 11 4 

• Digital Film Communication 12  4 

• Film Studies 11 4 

• Theatre Performance 11 4 

• Theatre Performance 12 4 

• Visual Arts 11 4 

• Visual Arts 12 4 

 

CHS APPLIED SKILLS 

 Credits 

• Food Studies 10 2 

• ICT Programming 10 2 

• ICT Applications 10 2 

• Textiles Studies 10 2 

• Food Studies 11 4 

• Food Studies 12 4 

• Textiles Studies 11 4 

• Textiles Studies 12 4 

• Multimedia 11 4 

• Computer Programming 12 4 

 

CHS ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES 

 
• Physical Education 11 4 

• Physical Education 12 4 
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Policies, Procedures, and Programs

CHS Curriculum– Policy, Procedures, and Programs 

New Students:  New students in grades 9-12 will 

receive an acceptance letter from the Admissions 

Office and will be invited to schedule a meeting 
with one of our Student Services Counsellors where 

they will receive course selection and graduation 

planning information. Grade 8 students do not 

select courses as they are assigned. 

Returning Students:  Returning students will attend 

classes and information sessions in which they will 

receive comprehensive information about courses, 

graduation and post-secondary planning. Students 

needing more information will meet with subject 

Teachers, Department Heads, and/or Student 

Services Counsellors. Student selections will be 

reviewed on an individual basis with a Student 

Services Counsellor.    

Timetable:  A timetable is constructed from student 

selections and every effort is made to fulfill course 

requests; however, there is no guarantee that 

students will receive their first choices.  

Course Changes:  Student Services Counsellors 

assist students in ensuring that they are planning to 

meet credit and prerequisite (CHS and post-

secondary) requirements. Course change requests 

will be granted if conditions warrant the change 

and if there is space available.  Requests to 
change levels within a subject area, i.e. between 

regular, enriched, accelerated and/or Advanced 

Placement, will be forwarded to the appropriate 

Department Head for consideration prior to the 

change being made. Requests which involve 

overloading a course will also be forwarded to the 

Department Head for consideration. Course 

change requests must be made by the deadline 

October 8, 2010.  Requests received after the 

deadline will be reviewed only if extenuating 

circumstances are presented. Students are 

encouraged to request course revisions as early as 

possible. 

Course Withdrawal 

Course changes can be made up to the first week 
in October each year (Oct. 6, 2009). Course 

changes after this date, are only considered under 

extenuating circumstances (illness, absence from 

school, etc.) This process is coordinated by our 

Student Services Counsellors and Department 

Heads. 

Students should meet first with their teacher to 

discuss their progress in the course and obtain the 

teachers permission to withdraw from the class. The 

student should then meet with a student services 

counsellor to review their individual circumstances 

and apply to withdraw from the course. All 

students who withdraw will be registered in an 

independent study with the learning resources 

teacher and be required to sign a supervised study 

contract. 

Students who withdraw from a course after the 

end of term 1, will receive a “W” on their 

permanent transcript, indicating that they 

withdrew from the course. 

Ministry Examination Policy  

For the 2010-2011 school year, grade 10 - 12 

students will write Ministry mandated examinations 

in June in select courses (Science 10, Math 10, 

English 10, Socials 11 and English 12). In grade 10 & 

11, these exams are worth 20% and at the grade 

12 level, are worth 40% of the students’ final grade.  

Grade 12 Provincials Exams  
Depending on a student’s post-secondary 

intentions, grade 12 Graduation Provincial Exams in 

B.C. may be optional with the exception of English 

12. Students should seek guidance from their 

university counsellors; students are expected to 

inform the Department of Student Services if they 

would like to write their provincial exam. At the 

end of July each year, the Ministry exam results 

can be viewed on the Student Secure Web: 

www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/ 

Students will need their PEN (personal education 

number – available from Student Services) in order 

to access results.  

Students may elect to write their Provincial Exam in 

order to be eligible for the Provincial Exam 

Scholarships of $1000. Students must obtain a B 

average in English 12 and write a minimum of 3 

Provincial Exams at the Grade 12 level, scoring 86% 

or better. This is a scholarship that does not require 

an application but will be calculated 

automatically by the Ministry of Education. The 

majority of scholarship packages (e.g., vouchers 
supporting scholarship awards) are sent to students 

mid-August. Those students whose marks do not 

meet the deadline date for the August mail-out will 

receive their packages in September. AP courses 

with final AP scores of either 4 or 5 can be counted 

for this scholarship but students must request scores 

to be sent to the Ministry by Student Services. 

Advanced Placement – Policy, Procedures, and 

Programs 

CHS offers a variety of Advanced Placement 

courses to provide challenge and enrichment 

opportunities to students in order to facilitate 

receipt of advanced credit in university studies, 

and to enhance a student’s transcript for 

admission to select colleges and universities in the 
U.S. and abroad. Advanced Placement courses 

provide students with increased rigor and 

opportunities for independent work. 

Students should select Advanced Placement 

courses carefully and with consultation from 

teachers, Department Heads, and Counsellors as 

the courses are comparable to first year university 

level learning. The courses are intended for 

students who have maintained excellent results 

and a love of learning in that specific discipline. 
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Students who do select Advanced Placement 

courses at CHS during course selection will have all 

aspects of their success in the course considered: 

high achievement, excellent attendance, and a 

demonstrated interest in that discipline.  

Advanced Placement Courses Offered in 2010 – 

2011:  English Language and Composition, French, 

Spanish, Chinese Language and Culture, European 

History, Calculus AB, Chemistry, and Physics.  

Advanced Placement Course Selection:   Students 

selecting Advanced Placement courses offered at 

CHS are carefully counselled by Subject Teachers, 

Department Heads, and Student Services 

Counsellors on rigour and course load.  Registration 

for several courses is open-ended while 
prerequisites exist for other courses either in the 

form of completion of a course and/or 

achievement of a certain level of performance 

and Department Head approval. 

Independent Advanced Placement Courses and 

Exams:   CHS students wishing to pursue 

independent Advanced Placement courses and 

exams must complete an Independent Studies 

Form from Student Services within a week of 

registering for the course, or by early March if the 

student is wishing to write the external Advanced 

Placement exam at CHS. Students must obtain 

approval signatures from the appropriate 

Department Head and Student Services 

counsellors.  

Students are not permitted to pursue Advanced 

Placement courses independently if they are 

offered at the school. The school will only facilitate 

students writing independent Advanced 

Placement examinations at the school for courses 

not offered at CHS.  

It is strongly recommended that students discuss 

their pursuit of additional Advanced Placement 
courses with their University Counsellors. Students 

must understand that there is no formula or 

prescribed number of AP courses required for 

university admission. It is important to know that 

writing an external Advanced Placement Exam 

does not enhance the student’s profile for 

admission. This message has come directly to us 

from university admissions offices.  

AP Exam Sessions:  Students are expected to write 

AP Exams for all AP courses for which they are 

registered at CHS. If a student chooses to pursue 

an Independent AP course which is not offered at 

CHS, then CHS will facilitate the AP Exam at a cost 

of $86.00* subject to increases from the College 

Board. Students who do not show up to write their 

scheduled AP Exam will be charged the full 

amount.  

If a student chooses to pursue an AP course 

independently that is offered at CHS, then CHS will 

not facilitate the writing of that AP exam. The 

school actively discourages students from writing 

AP Exams at other community schools. If a student 
chooses to write an AP exam prior to taking the AP 

course at CHS, the student will not be permitted to 

complete that AP course. This practice is 

educationally unsound and will not help the 

student achieve a better mark in the school 

course. Students and their families are strongly 

encouraged to discuss unique situations with the 

appropriate Department Heads and Student 

Services Counsellors. 

Reporting of Advanced Placement Grades and 

Scores:   Scores for AP Exams must be sent directly 

to post-secondary institutions by the student 

through the College Board. CHS transcripts include 

only the school mark that a student has achieved 

in the Advanced Placement course offered at the 

school. Advanced Placement courses taken 

independently will not be reported on CHS 
transcripts. 

Tutoring 

If a student at Crofton House School feels the need 

for assistance in their course work, the first level of 

support should come from the classroom teacher. 

Most teachers are available at lunch, after school 

or by appointment. CHS also provides a strong 

peer tutoring program – two afternoons in the 8 

day timetable and a drop-in program for Math on 

a daily basis. 

CHS does not make recommendations for outside 

tutors. 

Credit for Courses Taken Outside of Crofton House 

School or Equivalent 

Listed below are several options for students to 
earn additional credit beyond the CHS graduation 

requirements.  All inquiries about these options 

should be directed to Student Services. 

Distance Education/ Summer School 

Students must receive permission from the subject 

Department Head and a Student Services 

Counsellor to take a distance education course or 

a summer school course.  Students may receive 
credit upon the completion of the course and 

submission of the appropriate documentation.  The 

school strongly discourages summer credit courses 

due to their foreshortened nature unless these 

courses are recommended by a CHS subject 

Teacher and Department Head.  Credit for 

summer school studies at the grade ten, eleven 

and twelve level will be granted upon the 

submission of the appropriate documentation.  

Students are not permitted to take distance 

education or summer school courses in lieu of their 

CHS equivalents. The school however, does not 

support students accelerating through curriculum. 

Course Equivalency 

Credit courses taken by students may be granted 

equivalency status for a Ministry of Education 

approved grade ten, eleven or grade twelve 

course if at least 80% of the learning outcomes for 

the B.C. course are met.  Students must complete 

both the school-based equivalency process and 

the related provincial examination for provincially 

examinable courses. 
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External Course Credits 

Credits are granted by the Ministry of Education for 

a variety of courses taken externally.  These include 

music, athletic, dance, language, and other 

programs designated as external credit 

equivalents.  External credits do not replace CHS 

courses or credit requirements. 

Course Challenge 

Students who have achieved prior undocumented 

learning and/or proficiency which they believe is 

equivalent to a Ministry or Board Authorized grade 

ten, eleven or grade twelve course, may apply for 

course challenge credit.  Challenge is only 

available for courses which the student has not 

taken formally, not to improve the grade received 
for a previously taken course.  Students must 

complete both the school challenge process as 

well as the related provincial examination for 

provincially examinable courses.  

Post-Secondary Credits 

Students completing post-secondary level courses 

may earn ‘dual credit’ i.e., apply these credits to 

their graduation requirements from CHS (as 

elective credits) as well as their requirements for 

their post-secondary degree.

Summer & Preview Courses 

In order to accurately complete student 

academic records and to assist us in providing 

students with course counselling, details of any 

academic courses taken outside Crofton House 

must be provided and submitted to Student 

Services. Students complete an Independent 

Studies Form and obtain approval signatures from 

Department Heads and Student Services 

Counsellors. It is the students’ responsibility to 

provide the documentation supporting course 

completion in order for any information to be 

added to the school transcript. Only completed 

courses will appear on the student transcript.   

Students who enrol in a summer school course that 
is offered in the CHS regular timetable, should be 

doing so only as a preview. The school does not 

support accelerating students who obtain 

credentials outside Crofton House School. For 

further information regarding this, please consult 

appropriate Department Heads and Student 

Services Counsellors. 

 

Post-Secondary Research & Planning

At Crofton House School, students receive 

complete and meaningful guidance counselling 

for the post-secondary research and application 

process. In addition, students receive support 

throughout the scholarship application process.  

The Post-Secondary program at CHS is introduced 

in Planning 10 classes where students explore the 

post-secondary research and application process 

for Canadian, US and international schools. In late 

January, parents and students attend the 

University Information Evening.  This presentation 

covers an overview of the research, selection, 

application, and admissions processes and 

presents the timeline and structure for the program 

at the school. In the fall of grade twelve, students 

will continue to receive guidance and support 

throughout the remainder of the program and the 

scholarship research and application process.  

Students receive an overview of the selection and 

research process, application, and admissions 
process, post-secondary and organizational 

scholarships, and they are introduced to a timeline 

throughout the process.  

Students will receive counselling in small groups as 

well as individual meetings. Throughout the 

process, students are invited to attend guest 

presentations from representatives of various post-

secondary institutions and they are encouraged to 

engage in an on-going dialogue with their families. 

Students are also encouraged to visit prospective 

campuses if possible.  

 

 

Planning for University 

PSAT, SAT, Subject Tests, ACT 

Standardized testing is part of the US college 

admission system at several schools. Each 

university’s requirements are different, so be sure to 

check the admission requirements for each school 

where you intend to apply. This is not the most 

important part of the application and in fact, some 

US schools now have made standardized testing 

optional.  

Grade 11 – Plan in October to take the Practise 

SAT (PSAT) here at CHS to familiarize yourself with 

the format of the test. Scores from this practise test 

do not go to any post-secondary institutions, but 

scores can assist you in finding appropriate schools 

that may provide the most suitable learning 

environment for you. In the spring of Grade 11, if 

you are still interested in applying US, map out a 

timeline for taking either the SAT or the ACT. These 

tests are offered 6 times a year in the local 
community (not in July and August).  The last date 

for Grade 12’s to write the SAT would be in January 

of the Grade 12 year. Students may write the test 

more than once and students are responsible for 

sending their scores to the institutions to which they 

are applying. 

More information can be located at: 

www.collegeboard.com 

www.princetonreview.com 

www.ACT.org 
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Teacher & Counsellor Recommendations 

US and UK institutions usually require one or more 

teacher/counsellor recommendation letters. Some 

tips to help you secure the most supportive 

recommendations: 

1. Ask teachers/counsellors early. Faculty 

should be given at least two weeks of notice 

and in busy times this should be three weeks. 

A staff member may decline to provide a 

letter, especially if the request is made on 

short notice. If a teacher is not sure or says 

no, discuss alternatives choices with your 

university counsellor. You want to select a 

teacher who wants to write the letter. 

2. Give faculty all the necessary materials – 

resume, background information on 

programs, special forms if required, 

application deadlines, Naviance link for 

common application or EduDocs institutions. 

3.  Waive your confidentiality rights. In waiving 

these rights students cannot ask to see the 

teacher recommendations, but they are 

able to help shape them by providing good 

information. 

4. Select your recommender wisely. It is 

important that the faculty knows you well 

and can speak to your strengths and 

learning style. 

5. A thank-you note should be sent promptly to 

each person who gives you a 

recommendation. 

6. Students are limited to three faculty requests 

for recommendation letters. Some teachers 

may also limit the number of students for 
whom they provide recommendations. 

Transcripts 

Official school transcripts are generated for 

submission of marks to post-secondary institutions in 

Grade 12.  Transcripts are sent twice a year – in 

late December/early January and then again in 

early March. Final transcripts are generated by the 

Ministry of Education in Victoria. Students are 

responsible for initiating transcript requests. 

Students are required to request, in writing, official 

transcripts from Student Services for this purpose. A 

sample of the request form, as well as a sample 

transcript may be found in the Appendices. These 

forms are also downloadable from the school’s 

internal web site. These transcripts are sent 

electronically through Naviance for most US 

schools and mailed for all other schools. US 

transcripts have marks in letter grades and all other 

schools, receive transcripts with marks shown in 

percentages. 

Disciplinary Action 

For most US institutions, students should be aware 

that any disciplinary action at Crofton House that 

should occur from the 9th grade onwards and that 

is related to academic or behavioural misconduct 

must be reported by the student and also by the 

student’s counsellor on the Common Application. 

Useful Resources 

More information can be found on the internal 

school web site regarding application procedures 

and post-secondary information under Student 

Services – University Counselling. 

Resources for US & international post-secondary 
research at the School include: 

• U.S. and International university and college 
publications housed in the Post-secondary 

Resources Room in Student Services. 

• Naviance- Family Connection software. This 

software allows students, parents and 

counsellors to manage the post-secondary 

application process. To register on 
Naviance, please contact Student Services 

(grades 10-12 only): 

 www.connection.naviance.com/croftonhouse  

• For UK applications, please visit: 
www.ucas.com  

 

Resources for Canadian post-secondary research 

at the school include: 

• Canadian university and college 

publications housed in the Post-Secondary 

Resources Room in Student Services. 

• Videos and CD-ROM’s found in the library. 

• General post-secondary information 
publications, e.g. Maclean’s magazine, 

Association of Universities and Colleges in 

Canada data book, Scholarships Canada 

information 

For more information or to schedule a meeting, 

please contact your daughter’s Graduation 

Transitions Teacher: 

• Ruth Fraser 

rfraser@croftonhouse.ca, local 7512 

 

• Denise Lamarche 

dlamarche@croftonhouse.ca , local 7501 

 
• Paula Manhas 

pmanhas@croftonhouse.ca, local 7513
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Career Exploration & Work Experience at CHS 

What is Career Counselling? 

Career counselling is the provision of objective 

and detailed information to help students gain 

self-confidence based on a clear understanding 

and recognition of a student’s abilities, personal 

qualities, and other strengths.  Career counselling 

can assist students to narrow down and identify 

career opportunities to gain a sense of direction 

and motivation. 

What can I get career counselling for? 

To obtain encouragement and job search 
advice needed to realize career goals and make 

post-secondary choices. 

How does career counselling at school work? 

Students can make an appointment with Ms. 

Drozda for individual career counselling for: 

• Opportunities to talk through your career 

goals. 

• Discussions regarding your aptitudes, skills, 

interests, and personality. 

• Coaching for interview presentation. 

• Review of resumes and cover letters where 

appropriate. 

• Access to print and web resources relevant 

for researching work ideas.  

When should I get career counselling? 

All students are welcome to take advantage of 
career counselling and coaching/support with 

respect to: 

• Career direction 

• Skills and strengths 

• Resumes, interviews, and cover letters 

• Volunteer experience 

• Work experience 

• Networking 

• Current job market and labour market 

information 

Work Experience 

To graduate from high school, all secondary 

students in British Columbia are required to 

participate in a minimum of 30 hours of work 

experience as part of the Planning 10, 11 and 12 

courses. In the Graduation Program, 30 hours of 

work experience is a requirement of the Core 

Graduation Portfolio Assessment. There are 

several types of work experience opportunities 

available and students may choose a variety of 

experiences to satisfy the 30-hour requirement.  
Work experience activities are intended to 

support the student’s career, educational and/or 

personal goals. 

CHS introduces Work Experience activities 

through the Planning courses in order that 

students may accumulate hours over several 

years, beginning at the age of 15.  

The work experience form for student evaluation 

and reflection can be downloaded from the CHS 

website and is available in Student Services. 

Goals of Work Experience  

Work Experience is intended to assist in preparing 

students for the transition from secondary school 

to the world of work or further education and 

training. The community becomes the classroom 

where students gain knowledge and experience 

about the workplace and are provided with a 

frame of reference to review their career 

development goals. By extending education 

beyond the school, students will be able to use 

the workplace to reflect upon possible career 

directions. By accessing a wide and varied 

scope of work experience opportunities in the 

community, students:  

• Develop a better understanding of 

effective work habits and the importance 

of flexibility in dealing with change and 

challenge in the workplace.  

• Gain an understanding and appreciation 

of work.  

• Begin to understand the generic, non-

technical attributes (employability skills) 

that all career sector employers desire in 

their employees. 

• Appreciate the need to develop the self-

reliance, self-direction, and confidence 

necessary for effective teamwork, life-long 

learning, and workplace success.  

• Develop employability and job readiness 

skills required to access and meet the 

standards of the workplace.  
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Optional Career Placements at Crofton House 

School  

Additional career placement opportunities are 

available for students within a wide variety of 
career sectors through Kristen Drozda (Work 

Experience Counsellor). This allows students to 

combine an interest in a career sector with an 

enriched and optional work experience 

component. These placements can count 

towards the required 30 hour component for 

graduation. Students may apply on a first-come 

first-served basis for placements. As the Ministry of 

Education requires that all students in the 

workplace be supervised, a limited number of 

placements will be available during each school 

vacation period. 

Students may complete the optional Work 

Experience Placements over the course of their 

Grade 10 (summer only), 11 and 12 years. These 

placements are facilitated through Student 

Services and require a current resume, an intake 

interview and commitment of time during school 

vacation periods. Information on gaining a work 

experience placement is provided in Planning 

classes and is also available through Student 

Services. 

Resources at the school include: 

• Kristen Drozda, Work Experience  

Coordinator 

• Career publications and resources (library 

and class) 

• Internal webpage linked to career and job 

related website. Access from off-campus is 

via the school’s internal homepage and 

then to the Student Services link 

• Career cruising school site licence 

(students may also access this from home 

with a user ID and password): 
www.careercruising.com 

For more information or to schedule a meeting, 

please contact: 

 Kristen Drodza  

Career Counsellor and Planning teacher  

604-263-3255 ext. 7517 

 kdrozda@croftonhouse.ca
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Department of Student Services Course Information 

Health & Career 

Education 8 

Health & Career Education/Planning/Graduation Portfolio 

Health & Career 

Education 9 

Planning 10A 

 (Grade 10) 

2 credits 

Planning 10B 

 

(Grade 11) 

2 credits 

Graduation 

Transitions 12 

4 credits 

Course work 

(3 credits) 

Work Experience 
(1 credits) 
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Department of Student Services Philosophy 

The Department of Student Services at Crofton 

House School is a student-oriented and solution-

focused team who support each individual 

member of our diverse community through a 

comprehensive program of courses, guidance, 

and counselling services.  We endeavour to 

teach students the value of self-management, 

prevention, and conscious and informed 

decision making and living with respect to their 

academic, personal, and post-secondary 

planning.  The Department also provides support 

and resources to students facing challenges with 

emotional, relational, health, and/or academic 

concerns. 

Overview of Health and Career 

Education/Planning/Graduation Portfolio Program 

CHS offers a comprehensive Health and Career 

Education/Planning/Graduation Portfolio 

Program through courses in grades eight through 

twelve.  The program reflects the themes in our 

mission statement of facilitating our students to 

meet their full potential in all dimensions, to face 

the challenges of life with confidence, and to 
take a responsible role in society.  Classes are 

highly interactive, discussion-based seminars 

which provide students with information on:  

academic, educational, and personal planning; 

healthy living; injury prevention; emotional well-

being; substance use prevention; safety, healthy 

relationships; sexual health education; career 

skills awareness, exploration, and preparation; 

and portfolio development and presentation.  

The courses are taught by CHS teachers and 

supported by guest speakers.  These classes also 

provide students with a meaningful venue to 

explore issues and questions.  In addition to their 

Advisors, Health and Career Education, Planning, 

and Graduation Portfolio Teachers serve as 

important conduits for the perceptions and 

needs of students, as well as an important link to 

the counselling, health, and educational support 

services offered by the Department and in the 

community. 

Course Descriptions 

Health & Career Education 8 (HCE 8) 

Prerequisite: none  

Health & Career Education 8 is a discussion-

based, interactive course taken by all grade 8 

students.  Through a variety of learning methods, 

students will continue to develop skills that will 

enable them to be more successful in both their 

academic and personal lives.  Lessons and 

activities aim to further students' critical thinking 

and decision making abilities within the context 

of the five main themes of:  career education; 

healthy living; healthy relationships; safety and 

injury prevention; and substance misuse 

prevention.

Health & Career Education 9 (HCE 9)   

Prerequisite: Health & Career Education 8 

Health & Career Education 9 is a progression 

from Health & Career Education 8. It is a 

discussion-based, interactive course taken by all 

grade 9 students.  Through a variety of learning 

methods, students will continue to develop skills 

that will enable them to be more successful in 

both their academic and personal lives.  Lessons 
and activities aim to further students' critical 

thinking and decision making abilities within the 

context of the five main themes of:  career 

education;, healthy living; healthy relationships; 

safety and injury prevention; and substance 

misuse prevention.   

Planning 10A (PL10A)                           2 credits 

Prerequisite: Health & Career Education 9 

Planning 10A is a discussion-based interactive 

course which assists students in their personal, 

educational, and career awareness and 

planning.  The course focuses on three main 

areas including:  the graduation program; 

education and careers; and health.  Students are 

introduced to the Graduation Portfolio and begin 

completing components for the CHS 

requirements.  Presentations, discussions, and 

exercises are complemented by guest speakers. 

Planning 10B (PL10B)                               2 credits 

Prerequisite: Planning 10A 

Planning 10B is a discussion-based interactive 

course which is taken in the grade 11 year. The 

course assists students in their personal, 

educational, and career awareness and 

planning.  The course focuses on four main areas 

including:  the graduation program, education 

and careers, health, and finances.  Students 

continue to develop their Graduation Portfolio 

and begin their post-secondary research and 

planning. Presentations, discussions, and 

exercises are complemented by guest speakers. 

Graduation Transitions 12 (GT 12)          4 credits 

Prerequisite: Planning 10B  

Graduation Transitions is a discussion-based 

interactive course which assists students with their 

post-secondary, personal, educational and 

career planning. The focus of this course is on the 

post-secondary research and application 

process, followed by the completion and 

presentation of the Graduation Portfolio. 

Presentations, discussions, and exercises are 

complemented by guest speakers. Three credits 

are granted for the graduation portfolio and 

presentation within the context of the course and 

one credit is granted for the work experience 
component. 
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Department of Creative Arts Course Information 

 

 

 

 

      Compulsory 

         Elective 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One 

Semester 

Full 

Year 

Drama 8 

Drama 10 

 

2 credits 

Theatre 

Performance 

11 

4 credits 

HEC 8 

 

Textile 

Studies10 

2 credits 

 

Textile 

Studies 11 

4 credits 

Food 

Studies 10 

2 credits 

 

Food Studies  

11 

4 credits 

Theatre 

Performance 

12 

4 credits 

Textile 

Studies 12 

4 credits 

Food 

Studies 12 

4 credits 

Music 8 

 

Music 9: 
Choral 

Choral 

Music11 

4 credits 

Choral 

Music 12 

4 credits 

Visual Arts 

11 

4 credits 

Visual Arts 8 

 
One  

Term 

Drama 9 
Textile 

Studies 9 

Food 

Studies 9 
Visual Arts 9 

 

Music 10: 

Choral 

2 credits 
Visual Arts 10 

2 credits 

Visual Arts 

12 

4 credits 

Drama Home Economics Music Visual Arts 

Film 

Studies 11 

4 credits 

Music 9: 
Instrumental 

Grade 8 

Grade 9 

Grade 10 

Grade 11  

Grade 12 

Chamber 

Choir 10 

4 credits 
Music 10:  

Orchestra 

4 credits 

Chamber 

Choir 11 

4 credits 

Chamber 

Choir 12 

4 credits 

Music 11: 

Orchestra 

4 credits 

MUSIC ENSEMBLE 

~off-timetable~ 

Music 9: 

Orchestra 

4 credits 

Music 12: 

Orchestra 

4 credits 

Music 10: 

Instrumental 

2 credits 
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Department of Creative Arts Philosophy 

At Crofton House, the Art, Drama, Home Economics 

and Music subject areas are linked together as the 

“Creative Arts” Department. While our specific 
curricula are diverse, we share a common philosophy 

of fostering creativity through appreciation, expression 

and skill development.  Each subject offers required 

courses at grade 8 and elective courses from Grade 9 

through Grade 12. We also offer and sponsor a wide 

variety of co-curricular activities. 

Drama 

Drama 8 (DRA 8)                  1 term 

Prerequisite: none 

Drama 8 introduces the essential elements of drama 

and theatre; trust, cooperation, concentration and 

control. Emphasis is on the importance of warm ups 

and focus exercises, speech work and improvisation. 

Working with poems and stories, the actors will 

participate in Reader’s Theatre. In-class and public 

performances will increase self-confidence, 

concentration and participation. 

Drama 9 (DRA 9)            1 semester 

Prerequisite: none 

The goal of Drama 9 is to hone the dramatic skills that 

the students already possess and encourage the 

further development of those skills. In an environment 

that encourages the individual to take risks, students 
partake in collective and individual exercises which 

seek to build trust, confidence and comfort among 

fellow students. Building on improvisation skills from 

Drama 8, students will be introduced to Theatre Sports, 

Play building, scene development and character 

study. 

Drama 10 (DRA 10)                2 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

As an extension to Drama 9, this course shifts from 

creative drama to more concrete theatre skills in which 

the students work with scripted work, vocal technique, 

movement and play building. Students continue work 

in improvisation with a focus on Theatre Sports and 

building deeper, believable characters. Scripted scene 

work and acting for film and television will round out 

the course. 

Film Studies 11 (FS 11)               4 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

Film Studies 11 is a course in which we examine the 

history of film-making and the evolution of television 

through the use of key movies and TV shows.  Students 

will explore not only the technical evolution of this art 
form, but will also touch on the technological, 

sociological and historical relevance of each work we 

examine. Specifically, we will look at a selection of 

different film genres; including Film Noire, historical, 

independent, documentaries and more. A number of 

guest speakers from within the film community will be 

invited to speak and field trips will be made.

Theatre Performance 11 (TPA 11)                    4 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

In this course the emphasis is on theatre skills and 

performance. The curriculum will focus on training the 

actor’s instruments; the body and the voice. 

Technical skills, script development, and historical 

context will be an integral part of the course. 

Activities will also include scripted scene projects 

(which involve script breakdown, blocking, character 

analysis and basic set and costume design), 

improvisation, vocal technique and audition practice.  

Theatre Performance 12 (TPA 12)        4 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

This is a continuation of Theatre Performance 11 with 

a strong focus on performance and acting 

technique. Curriculum will focus on character analysis 

and interpretation of style and form using 

Shakespearean scenes, exploration of body through 

movement and mask, theory and analytical study of 

influential plays and playwrights, and perfecting 

performance skills. Activities will also include a full 

scale one act play production. 

Home Economics 

Crofton House School offers a comprehensive Home 

Economics program designed to provide students 

with experience and knowledge which will develop 

attitudes, skills and techniques to enable them to 

function effectively as individuals and as members of 

families and the broader community. Emphasis is on 

the practical application of knowledge, and 

evaluation is based largely on student projects and 

participation as well as theoretical work, assignments 

and homework. 

Note – All Food Studies courses take into 

consideration religious customs, special dietary 

restrictions and food allergies. The classroom is nut-

free. 

Home Economics 8 (HE 8)                   1 term 

Prerequisite: none 

In the textiles unit students learn use of the sewing 

machine and simple construction techniques, and 

work with a commercial pattern and fabric to 

complete pyjama pants or boxer shorts. Patterns are 

provided but each student is responsible for 

purchasing her own fabric and supplies. In the foods 

unit the focus is on basic food preparation skills and 

the application of nutrition in making wise food 

choices.  There is an expectation of cooperation and 

an emphasis on sanitation and safety in the kitchen. 

Home Economics 8 lays the foundation for further 

optional courses. 

Food Studies 9 (FDS 9)             1 semester 

Prerequisite: none 

This course provides students with the skills and 

knowledge of nutrition and food preparation which 

will enable them to make wise decisions in providing 

food for the individual and the family. Students create 
a variety of products from the four food groups and 

put into practice a variety of equipment and cooking 

techniques. Some of the concepts covered and 

foods created include nutrition and the essential 
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nutrients, meal planning, food safety, flour mixtures, 

thickening agents, pasta, yeast cookery and 

multicultural cuisine. Laboratory sessions emphasize 

collaborative group work. 

Textile Studies 9 (TEX 9)             1 semester 

Prerequisite: none. This course teaches the basics of 

sewing. No previous sewing experience is required.  

Students are provided with opportunities to use 

appropriate tools, techniques and resources to plan 

and create a simple garment. Students will study 

garment construction while focusing on current fashion 

trends and personal taste. They develop time 
management and organizational skills while working 

toward independent sewing. Patterns are provided but 

students are responsible for purchasing all fabric and 

supplies. 

Food Studies 10 (ASK 11A)    (1 semester)      2 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

Students focus on planning and preparing nutritious 

food for individuals, groups and families with the 

emphasis on personal nutrition and healthy eating. 

Students develop various skills from planning menus to 

preparing a variety of foods from each of the food 

groups to presenting attractive meals. Students 

increase their knowledge of the nutritional, social and 

economic factors that affect food selection and 

preparation. Students also study the essential nutrients 

and complete a computer dietary analysis of their 

personal eating habits. Students put theory into 

practice when they consider safety and sanitation as 

they handle equipment and food supplies and use 

appropriate cooking and storage methods. As well as 

preparing and presenting a wide variety of foods, 

students gain skills in collaborative group work, 
problem-solving and time management. 

This course is open to all students. 

Textile Studies 10 (ASK 11B)      (1 semester)      2 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

This course allows students to build on previously 

learned basic skills as they move towards mastery of 

more advanced sewing techniques. Content includes 

selection of pattern, fabric and notions for an 

individually chosen garment, use of advanced 

technology and the computerized sewing machine 

and serger, a variety of construction techniques and 

design theory. Evaluation of participation, 

performance, skill development and written work is 

achieved through both teacher and student 

assessment of samples, homework, assignments, 

worksheets and garment construction. Students are 

required to purchase the necessary fabrics and 

supplies. This course is open to all students but some 

sewing experience is recommended. 

Food Studies 11 (FDS 11)                             4 credits 

Prerequisites: Previous foods experience (Food Studies 

9 and/or 10) is recommended but not required. 

Students focus on planning and preparing nutritious 
foods for individuals, groups and families and increase 

their knowledge of the nutritional, social and 

economic factors that affect food selection and 

preparation. Students investigate current nutrition  

theory, food and diet trends, cultural and family food 

choices, recipe development and advanced culinary 

techniques. Management of time, energy and 

resources is an integral part of the course. Students 

prepare a wide variety of foods and begin to work 

independently. 

Textile Studies 11 (TEX 11)        4 credits 

Prerequisites: Previous sewing experience (Textile 

Studies 9 and/or 10) is recommended but not 

required. Access to a sewing machine outside the 

class is a definite asset 

Students build on previous sewing experience as they 
learn to work with more challenging fabrics and 

patterns.  Topics include elements and principles of 

design, specialty fabrics, the historical and cultural 

influences on fashion, recycling, consumer issues and 

career opportunities. Students create a fashion 

portfolio of their work which includes a photographic 

record of their progress. A minimum of three projects 

is required and students are expected to purchase all 

fabric, patterns and notions to complete their 

individual projects.  

Food Studies 12 (FDS 12)                      4 credits 

Prerequisite: Students must have either completed 

Food Studies 11 or be in their Grade 12 year and have 

previous food preparation experience. 

This course explores more advanced techniques in 

food preparation and presentation. A wide variety of 

topics are covered including herbs, spices, special 

occasions, special diets, baking, cooking at college 

and careers in the food industry. Students consider 

safety and the prevention of food-borne illnesses as 

they handle equipment and food supplies and use 

appropriate cooking and storage methods. As well as 
preparing and presenting food, students learn about 

resource management, they assess global issues 

related to food production and consumption and 

develop their abilities to work individually and in 

groups.  

Textile Studies 12 (TEX 12)        4 credits 

Prerequisite: Students must have either completed 

Textile Studies 11 or be in their Grade 12 year and 

have previous sewing experience. Access to a sewing 

machine outside the class is recommended 

This is an advanced textiles course for students with 

extensive knowledge in clothing construction. 

Students learn the basics of clothing design through 

focussing on the pattern. Project work utilizes original 

student designs, drafted and commercial patterns. 

Students will learn fashion sketching and illustration 

and may also use computerized pattern drafting 

software to develop designs for their fashion portfolio. 

Other topics include the elements and principles of 

design, fabric properties, historical and cultural 

influences on fashion and career opportunities. A 

minimum of three projects is required and students 

are expected to purchase all fabric, patterns and 
notions to complete their individual projects 
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Music 

CHS offers a progressive senior music program with 

courses in both vocal and instrumental music. 

The Crofton House School senior music program is 

committed to the nurturing of choral and music and 

the encouragement of young musicians. A wide 

variety of musical genres and integration of all the 

performing arts are embedded in each course.  The 

senior school music program believes that every 

student is musically expressive and deserves the 

opportunity to explore that capacity.  

Music 8 (MU 8)                                     1 term  

Prerequisite: none 

This course is an introduction to senior choral singing 

and instrumental music. Students will develop sight 

reading and theory skills, music history knowledge and 

an appreciation of various music styles. In the 
instrumental unit, students have the opportunity to 

study orchestral instrument. 

Choral Music 9 (MU 9)                           1 semester 

Prerequisite: none 

This course is a continuation of senior choral singing 

and music explorations.  Students will develop vocal 

technique, sight reading, sight singing and theory skills, 

as well as an appreciation of various musical styles. 

Elements of good vocal health, tone, breath support, 

and two and three part singing will be studied.  Musical 

concepts including rhythm, structure/form, dynamics, 

scales, melody, chords and expression will be explored 

through in class performances using the voice, djembe 

drums and ukuleles. 

Instrumental Music 9 (MU 9i)          1 term 

Prerequisite: string, woodwind or brass instrument 

In this course, students will develop skills and 

knowledge required to perform in instrumental 

ensembles.  Students are required to have their own 

string and/or wind instruments (brass or woodwind).  

The students will experience elements of music 

distinctive to orchestra and band literature.  Music 
literacy as well as theoretical and technical aspects 

specific to their instrument will be explored.  Various 

roles and purposes of instrumental music in society, 

historical and cultural, will be studied through diverse 

repertoire.    

Choral Music 10 (MU 10)     (1 semester)            2 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

This course is choral based.  Students will sing three part 

harmonies in large and small ensembles.  Students will 

learn to read and notate music, listen to and analyze 

music (recorded and live performance). Music theory 

and a study of music in relation to history and culture 

will be explored through written/research assignments 

and choral repertoire including chant, madrigals, 

gospel, pop, jazz, musical theatre, romantic, baroque, 

contemporary and Canadian music.  Ensemble 

performance is mandatory in this course.    

Instrumental Music 10 (MU 10)     (1 semester)   2 credits 

Prerequisite: string, woodwind or brass instrument 

In this course, students will further develop skills and 

knowledge required to perform in instrumental 

ensembles. Students are required to provide their own 

string or wind instrument. Students will learn basic 

conducting skills and will perform in small chamber 

groups. Music theory and a study of music in relation 

to history and culture will be explored through written 

assignments and diverse repertoire.  

Choral Music 11 (CM 11)                     4 credits 

Prerequisite: Music 10 is recommended but not 

required 

This course offers vocal technique including ensemble 

singing in three and four part harmonies, blend and 

balance of sound, physical awareness, breath 

support, diction, resonance, tone quality, and texture 

of sound.  Students will develop sight singing, reading, 
notation and listening skills. Music theory and a study 

of music history and culture will be explored through 

written/research assignments, in class presentations 

and choral repertoire from all major musical eras: 

medieval, renaissance, baroque, classical and 

modern. Other topics include composition, arranging 

and career opportunities. Choral ensemble 

performance is mandatory in this course.   

Choral Music 12 (CM 12)               4 credits 

Prerequisite: Music 11 or by permission of the teacher 

based on previous music training  

This course offers advanced vocal technique 

including ensemble singing in three and four part 

complex harmonies. Advanced skills are developed in 

sight singing, reading and notating music as well as 

listening and analyzing of recorded and live music 

performance. Music theory, history and culture 

focusing on 20th century music will be explored 

through written/research assignments, in class 

presentations and choral from all major musical eras. 

Other topics include arranging, composition and 

career opportunities. Choral ensemble performance is 
mandatory in this course.   

~Off-Timetable Music Ensemble Credits~ 

Instrumental Music (Orchestra) 9, 10, 11, 12    

4 credits      (MCB/MOS 9/10, MCB 11/12, MOS 11/12)  

Note: course code reflective of instrument designation 

and grade level 

Prerequisite: music 8 & 9 and previous experience 

playing a string, woodwind, brass or percussion 

instrument. Admission by audition only. Please consult 

Music Director for details prior to making course 

selection 

Elements of music distinctive to orchestral and 

instrumental ensemble literature will be studied.  Music 

literacy as well as theoretical and technical aspects 

specific to the students’ instrument will be explored. 

 Instrumental music in society, and its historical and 

cultural significance will be studied through diverse 

repertoire and performance. Music students will 

benefit from large and small group ensemble work 

and performance. Students will demonstrate focus, 

musical preparedness and confidence, and 

performance excellence. Limited enrollment based 

on auditions.  
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Chamber Choir 10, 11, 12       4 credits 

(MCC 10, MCC 11/12) 

Note: course code reflective of grade level 

Prerequisite:  previous music experience is 

recommended but not required  

This performance based choral singing course will 

focus on ensemble singing in complex harmonies, 

blend and balance of vocal tone quality within an 

ensemble, breath support, diction, resonance, and 

exploration of texture of sound.  Choral repertoire 

including chant, madrigals, gospel, pop, jazz, musical 

theatre, romantic, baroque, contemporary and 
Canadian music will be studied and performed.  The 

course will focus on performance preparedness, 

confidence and musical excellence.  Students will 

develop good vocal technique, sight singing, reading, 

notation and listening skills through a variety of vocal 

performance opportunities. Choral ensemble 

performance is mandatory in this course. 

Visual Arts 

Visual Arts 8 (AR 8)                           1 term    

Prerequisite: none 

Visual Arts 8 teaches the essential elements of Visual 

Art; responding to the work of other artists, cultures and 

craft makers, learning about image development 

strategies and developing skills with a variety of media, 

techniques and processes. Students bring their 

sketchbooks to every class as a tool for planning, 

research, skill development and a personal artifact of 

the creative design process. Students will examine and 

respond to images of contemporary Japanese fashion 

and learn how to accurately draw the human figure 

whilst also developing skills with a variety of media. 

They will then compare different artists 3D approaches 
to the human figure and develop skills with clay and 

3D wire construction. 

Visual Arts 9 (AR 9)                1 semester 

Prerequisite: none  

Visual Arts 9 focuses on a variety of processes,  

techniques and materials including 3D ceramics and 

sculpture.   The goal in the class is to create artwork 

that addresses three major components: 

skill/technique, participation and reflective content.  

Throughout the semester students will examine and 

critique cultural, contemporary and historical 

connections.  Through this they will gain an 

understanding of meaning and context in art. Students 

bring their sketchbooks to every class as a tool for 

planning, research, skill development and a personal 

artifact of the creative design process.  

Visual Arts 10 (AR 10)     (1 semester)              2 credits 

Prerequisite: none  

Visual Arts 10 builds on previous skills and knowledge of 

visual arts, aiming to improve and refine skills in a 

variety of media. Students will further develop their use 

of subject vocabulary to gain confidence in describing 

and analysing the work of other artists and cultures.  

Students bring their sketchbooks to every class as a 

tool for planning, research, skill development and a 

personal artifact of the creative design process.  

The course is structured around two Major Projects; 

Cultural Masks involving 3D construction, and the art 

movement Surrealism - leading to a 2D acrylic 

painting. 

Visual Arts 11 (AR 11)                4 credits 

Previous art experience (Visual Arts 9 and/or 10) is 

recommended but not required 

Visual Arts 11 guides students through the creative 

process necessary in order to gain the skills and 

confidence to produce artwork that is personal, well 

informed, skilful and innovative. During this process 

students will produce written and visual analysis of the 
work of other artists, craft-makers and designers. 

Throughout the course students will be encouraged to 

recognise their own personal flair, style and interests in 

art and to use this understanding to help motivate 

and guide the direction of their art work. Students 

bring their sketchbooks to every class as a tool for 

planning, research, skill development and a personal 

artifact of the creative design process. There is a 

strong emphasis on students building their skills to 

become knowledgeable and reflective learners who 

are strong thinkers and inquirers.  

Visual Arts (AR 12)                 4 credits 

Prerequisite: students must have either completed 

Visual Arts 11 or be in their Grade 12 year and have 

previous art experience 

Visual Arts 12 supports students through the creative 

process of producing artwork that is personal, well 

informed, skillful and innovative. During this process 

students will produce written and visual analysis of the 

work of other artists, craft-makers and designers. 

Throughout the course students will be encouraged to 

develop their own personal flair, style and interests in 

art and to use this understanding to help motivate 
and guide the direction of their art work. Students 

bring their sketchbooks to every class as a tool for 

planning, research, skill development and a personal 

artifact of the creative design process.  There is a 

strong emphasis on students building their skills to 

become knowledgeable and reflective learners who 

are strong thinkers and inquirers.  
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Department of English Course Information

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 8 

English 9 

English 10 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

GRADE 11 

GRADE 12 

English 12a* 

(English 11& 12) 

(Provincial) 

8 credits 

English  

Literature 12 

4 credits 

English 12 (enr) 

4 credits 

* In their grade 12 year, English 12a students may choose English Literature 12 

as well as AP English language, or they may choose either English Literature 12 

or AP English language.  

* In their grade 12 year, English 11 (enr) students may choose English Literature 

12 as well as English 12 (enr), or they may choose only English 12 

 

GRADE 10  

GRADE 8 

GRADE 9 

English 11 (enr)* 

4 credits 

AP English 

Language 

4 credits 
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Department of English Philosophy 

We are concerned with each girl as an individual 

and as a member of society.  We seek to 

develop each girl’s potential as a student of 

literature and language and to enable her to 

gain the knowledge, understanding and skills 

which will encourage her to become a life-long 

learner and lover of literature and language; a 

responsible and productive citizen of the 

Canadian and the global communities; and, 

most importantly, an empathetic human being 

able to compete in and be constructively critical 

of a complicated world. 

To these ends, the CHS English curriculum stresses 

the importance and value of the reading and 

study of good literature for its own sake.  Through 

imaginative experiences in prose or poetry, the 

student grows in self-awareness and 

understanding and also in empathy for people of 
different places and different times.  Encounters 

with the truths about human joy and suffering 

embodied in good literature lead to reflection 

and growth in discernment, wisdom, and 

compassion.  The curriculum provides students 

with a broad literature base that considers and 

recognizes women’s experience when gender is 

relevant. 

Literature is central to the curriculum as a model 

and an inspiration for the student’s own writing.  

Through the study of literature and language, the 

curriculum fosters individual creativity and 

provides opportunities for self-expression in prose 

or poetry to encourage potential literary artists.  

As well, the curriculum encourages growth in the 

understanding and appreciation of language for 

its own sake and also as a tool for 

communication.  Opportunities are provided for 

developing and refining the skills in reading, 

writing, listening, speaking, viewing and 

representing that will facilitate the student’s 

growth as an effective communicator and 

critical thinker.  The student will also develop the 
communication and thinking skills and strategies 

conducive to life-long learning. 

English 8 (EN 8)    

Prerequisite: English 7 

Students continue to study a range of literature 

reflecting a variety of cultures, genres, and 

periods. They are encouraged to draw on their 

own experiences, ideas, and knowledge. In 

addition to developing a critical and 

independent approach to textual analysis, 

students refine their annotation and research 

skills. Although students have the opportunity to 

write expository and narrative paragraphs, the 

main focus is on descriptive paragraphs. The 

purpose of formal grammar study during grade 8 

is to support and strengthen the composition skills 

of students.  

English 9 (EN 9)   

Prerequisite: English 8 

Students continue to develop their language 

and critical thinking skills. As they read, discuss, 
and examine literature from a range of genres, 

they learn to analyze text closely. In addition to 

identifying and evaluating literary devices and 

techniques, students are expected to consider 

the social, historical, and cultural contexts of 

material. Students are introduced to strategies 

that will enable them to plan and produce an 

effective expository essay. This is the dominant 

format for written assignments during grade 9. 

The purpose of formal grammar study during 

grade 9 is to support and strengthen the essay 

composition skills of students.  

English 10 (EN 10)               4 credits 

Prerequisite: English 9 

The students in this course will develop and refine 

their reading, language, and critical thinking skills 

through the analytical study of poems, short 

stories, novels, drama, and media. They will work 

individually or in groups to identify and evaluate 

literary devices and techniques, to make 

connections between the ideas presented in 

literature and mass media and their own 

experiences, and to respond to literature with 

textual support and their own opinions. They will 

continue to improve their writing skills with good 

grammar and style. At the end of the school year 

the students will write the English 10 provincial 

examination. 

English 11 enr (EN11)              4 credits 

Prerequisite: English 10 

English 11, which is designed for students who 

want to focus on making improvements to their 

English skills, provides the opportunity to develop 

confidence in close analysis and the 

interpretation of literary texts.  After completing 

this course, students will enrol in English 12 

enriched, and if they choose, they may also take 

English Literature 12 as an elective. They will not 

be eligible to take AP English language. 

The students in this course will study three novels: 

The Lord of the Flies, Handmaid’s Tale and 

Frankenstein. They will participate in class 

discussions and group presentations, and they 

will write essays to support their ideas.  The 

students will study Hamlet through discussion and 

dramatic interpretation.  To prepare for the more 

sophisticated writing required in grade 12 and in 

university, the students will review the 

components of advanced grammar and syntax, 

paying particular attention to the importance of 

clarity and precision. 
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English 12a (EN 12)            8 credits 

Prerequisite: English 10 

This accelerated course is suitable for strong 

students of literature, learners who are 

comfortable working independently on 

developing their skills in close analysis and the 

interpretation of literary texts.   Students will 

complete both English 11 and English 12 in one 

year and write the English 12 provincial exam at 

the end of the school year.  In their grade 12 

year, English 12a students will choose to take 

Advanced Placement English 12 or English 
Literature 12, and if they wish to do so, they may 

take both.     

The students in this course will study three novels: 

The Lord of the Flies, Handmaid’s Tale and 

Frankenstein. They will participate in class 

discussions and group presentations, and they 

will write essays to support their ideas.  The 

students will study Hamlet through discussion and 

dramatic interpretation.  To prepare for the more 

sophisticated writing required in grade 12 and in 

university, the students will review the 

components of advanced grammar and syntax, 

paying particular attention to the importance of 

clarity and precision. Another important 

component of this course is the research essay.  

The students will have the opportunity to practice 

the process of writing a research paper, 

developing both their writing and analytical skills, 

and learning how to avoid plagiarism.  

Advanced Placement English Language and 

Composition (APEN 12)                      4 credits  

Prerequisite: at least B+ in English 12a.  

This is a challenging course. Students should have 

strong writing skills and a desire to read and think 

critically. As part of the application for this course 

there may be an interview. The grade 11/12 English 

teachers will be consulted for their opinions on the 

students’ capabilities for success in AP English. 

The students will have the opportunity to write in a 

variety of forms and on a variety of subjects. The 

students will learn how to analyze rhetorical 

patterns and identify audience and purpose in 

prose writing from the Renaissance to the modern 

day. The students will study the ideas of great 

philosophers and will discuss and write about 

ethical issues and the values of contemporary 

society. The focus of the course is language, so 
there is a considerable amount of writing. The 

students will keep journals that record their 

intellectual and emotional responses to what they 

read and to their own writing. Each student will 

write a 2000-word thesis, complete with a 

prospectus, on a subject she chooses herself.  

 

 

English Literature 12 (LIT 12)         4 credits 

Prerequisite: English 11enr or English 12a 

The students in this class will survey English 

Literature from the Anglo-Saxon period (Beowulf) 
to the middle of the twentieth century.  The 

course is an academic elective that introduces 

students to major English authors and traces the 

development of the English language and its 

evolving, expressive forms.  Students will not only 

cover the provincially required readings (and be 

prepared to write the Literature 12 provincial, if 

they choose) but the existing extensive core 

curriculum will also be supplemented with works 

designed to broaden and deepen their 

understanding of English Literature.  Literature 12 

is designed to prepare students for the level of 

critical thinking and writing required of them in 

university level English courses.   

English 12 enr (English 12)          4 credits 

Prerequisite: English 11enr 

In this course, the students will study ideas of self-

identity and society through a wide selection of 

literature, most of which will be from the modern 

era, and they will engage in stimulating 

discussions as they examine literature that both 

reflects and drives modern thought.  In addition 

to discussion and group work, the students will 
write a variety of compositions in preparation for 

writing in university.  English 12 also prepares 

students for the critical thinking that will be 

required in university and encourages an 

informed view of a person’s identity and place in 

society.   

Students in English 12 are required to write the 

English 12 provincial in order to complete the 

course.  Their first opportunity to sit the exam will 

be in January of their grade 12 year.  

 



 23 

Department of Information & Communications Technology Course Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICT 10  

Web Design 

2 credits 

ICT 10  

Introduction to Java 

Programming 

2 credits 

Graphic 

Design 12* 

4 credits 

* Can be taken in either grade 11 or grade 12 

 

Digital Film 

Communication 10 

2 credits 

Digital Film 

Communication 11  

4 credits 

Digital Film 

Communication 12  

4 credits 

GRADE 8 

GRADE 9 

GRADE 10  

GRADE 11 

GRADE 12 

ICT 8 

Introduction to 

Robotics 

1 term 

ICT 9  

Introduction to Digital 
Images & Animation 

ICT 9  

Robotics and 
Programming 

ICT 8  

21st Century 

Technology 

1 term 
COMPULSORY  

ELECTIVES  

One  

Term 

One 

Semester 

Full 

Year 

Computer 

Science 12* 

4 credits 

AP Computer 

Science 12* 

4 credits 
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Department of Information & Communication 

Technology Philosophy 

The goal of the Crofton House School Information & 

Communication Technology (ICT) Department is to 

offer our students a wide range of experiences with 

both computer applications and computer 

programming tools, so that they can become 

confident learners and users of technology. 

Overview of Information & Communication 

Technology  

ICT is compulsory for all students in grade 8. Students 

are introduced to applications, multimedia, 

programming (Computer Science) and online safety 

and ethics in grade 8. 

For grades 9 through 12 the courses are electives, 

with options available in applications, programming, 

and digital film every year. 

ICT 8- 21st Century Technology (IT8A)        1 term 

Prerequisite: none          

This is an introductory course in which the students 

are given a broad sample of important software 

applications. Topics include word processing, 

desktop publishing, computer-supported 

presentations, the maintenance of stored data and 

Web 2.0. Throughout the course there will be ongoing 

discussion and instruction on safety and ethics in 

digital environments.  

ICT 8- Introduction to Robotics (IT8P)        1 term 

Prerequisite: none           

In small groups the students learn introductory 

computer programming via Lego robotics. Through a 

series of challenges, the students learn how to design 

and build robots to meet specific criteria and how to 

program them to accomplish tasks.  

ICT 9- Introduction to Digital Images & Animation 

(IT9A)                                                      1 semester 

Prerequisite: none                  

The students gain experience in two different 

application environments, Adobe Photoshop and 

Adobe, in order to increase their technical skills, their 
design skills, and their problem-solving skills. 

ICT 9- Robotics and Programming (IT9P)     1 semester 

Prerequisite: none    

This course is split into two sections. During the first 

section the students develop advanced Lego 

Robotics programming skills. In the second section, 

the students are introduced to a text-based 

programming environment called Karel the Robot, 

and they learn to write basic object-oriented 

computer programs. 

ICT 10- Web Design (IT10A)     2 credits 

Prerequisite: none            (1 semester) 

The students work in several different application 

environments in order to increase their technical skills, 

design skills, and problem-solving skills. The emphasis is 

on web design applications, specifically Adobe 

Fireworks, Adobe Dreamweaver, and Adobe Flash. 

 

 

 

ICT 10- Introduction to Java Programming  

(IT10P)           2 credits 
Prerequisite: ICT 9 Programming is recommended, but 

not required          (1 semester)    

Many important habits of computer science are 

introduced. This course examines the fundamentals 

of data types, classes, loops, conditional statements, 

and object oriented programming. This course is the 

recommended pre-requisite for both the grade 12 

Computer Science and AP Computer Science 

courses.  

Digital Film Communication 10 (DF 10)     2 credits 

Prerequisite: none (1 semester) 

This is a half-year communication course introducing 

digital film production. Students will study cinematic 

story-telling and the basics of advertising. They will 

create a public service announcement and a short 

film. Field trips and guests from the media industry are 

part of this course. The learning by doing approach 

using digital filming and editing equipment, 

combined with the study of various films, prepare 

students for the more advanced courses. 

Digital Film Communication 11 (DF 11)     4 credits  

Prerequisite: Film Production 10 or significant Video Club 

experience or permission of Department Head 

This is a full-year communication course combining 

digital film literacy with community service. Students 

will produce documentaries, music videos and short 

narratives while studying the technical, historical and 

sociological aspects of these genres. Field trips, film 

competitions and guests from the media industry are 

part of this course. The advanced digital filming and 

editing techniques, combined with the study of 

various films, prepare students for the third year level.  

Digital Film Communication 12 (DF 12)     4 credits 

Prerequisite:  Film Production 11or permission of 

Department Head  

This is a full-year course providing an in depth study of 

various cinematic genres while mastering the digital 

film communication process. Crew members explore 

the concept of filming for social change through film 

analysis and by creating journalistic and artistic 

pieces. Experienced cinematographers are 

encouraged to aim for the quality of award winning 

movies as part of their university portfolio. Field trips, 

film competitions and guests from the media industry 

are part of this course. 

Graphic Design 12 (ICTM12)      4 credits 

Prerequisite: IT 9 Applications and/or IT 10 Applications 

are recommended, but not required 

The students work in several different multimedia 

environments in order to increase their technical skills, 

design skills, problem-solving skills and project 

management skills. The applications include Adobe 

Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, Adobe 

Dreamweaver, and Adobe Flash. This course may be 

taken in grade 11 or 12. It is offered in the 2009/2010 

academic year so that students have the opportunity to 

take either MM11 and/or CP 12 & APCSA in their grade 

11 and 12 years. 
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Computer Science 12 (ICTP12)    4 credits 

Prerequisite: ICT 10 Introduction to Java Programming 

or permission of teacher 

The language of instruction is Java, but the emphasis 

is on the learning of the general principles of 

Computer Science, including but not limited to 

problem solving, class design, data structures and 

algorithms, and case studies.  

Text:  Java Software Solutions, Lewis & Loftus & 

Barron's AP Computer Science 4th edition 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Computer Science 12 (APCS12)    4 credits 

Prerequisite: ICT 10 Introduction to Java Programming 

or permission of teacher 

Students study Computer Science at a first-year 

university level. The language of instruction is Java, 

but the emphasis is on the learning of the general 

principles of Computer Science, including but not 

limited to problem solving, class design, data 

structures and algorithms, and case studies. The final 

examination is offered by the College Board. 

Students who take this course will also receive credit 

for Computer Science 12.  

Text:  Java Software Solutions, Lewis & Loftus & 

Barron's AP Computer Science 4th edition 
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French 9 

Enriched 
French 9 

French 10 

Accelerated 

4 credits 

 

French 8* 

 

French 11 

Accelerated 
4 credits 

French 10 

Enriched 
4 credits  

French 10 

4 credits 

French 11 

4 credits 

French 12  

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

French 11 

Enriched 
4 credits 

French 12 

Accelerated 

(Provincial) 
4 credits 

AP French 

Language 12 

4 credits 

French 

  

Department of Languages Course Information 

GRADE 8 

GRADE 9 

GRADE 10  

GRADE 11 

GRADE 12 

~Notes~ 

Movement is possible across streams depending on student progress 

and teacher recommendation as approved by the Department Head 

*Students are grouped according to ability when they enter the Senior 

School. For more details go to page 28 

Elective 
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Mandarin 12 
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Mandarin 11/11a 
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GRADE 10  

GRADE 11 

GRADE 12 

Spanish 12  

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

AP Mandarin 12 

(AP & Provincial) 

8 credits 
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Elective 

 

Mandarin 9/9a 

(1 semester) 

Mandarin 

GRADE 8 

GRADE 9 
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Department of Languages Philosophy 

Our goal is to enable our students to communicate 

in the target language with both fluency and 

accuracy. We offer interactive programs in French, 

Spanish and Mandarin which place equal emphasis 

on the four skills required for language acquisition: 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In addition, 

we strive to develop their sense of cultural literacy 

over time. Our programs are further strengthened 

by our regular access at all grade levels to a 

digitized, multimedia language laboratory.  

Overview of courses 

Currently we offer programs in French, Spanish and 

Mandarin. We also offer Advanced Placement 

courses in French, Spanish, and Chinese Language 

and Culture. 

French is a required course from grades 8 through 

10 unless a student has been exempted. 

-Crofton House students are required to complete a 
foreign language course at the grade 11 level.  

Spanish and Mandarin are accelerated, elective 

courses offered in grades 10 through 12.  

-Students with no prior knowledge of Mandarin or 

Spanish enroll in Mandarin 10 or Spanish 10.  

- Students with prior knowledge of either language 

will be interviewed and tested by the teacher 

specialist to determine their placement. 

- In Grade 9, we offer a single semester exposure 

course in Mandarin. This course is not a prerequisite 

for Mandarin 10. 

French Language Program 

We offer three groupings of French from grades 8-11 

to accommodate the linguistic strengths and 

knowledge of our students. Usually movement in our 

French program occurs at the end of a school year, 

however, a change in placement is considered on 

a case by case basis throughout the year with the 

Department Head and Teacher recommendation. 

~grade 8 options~ 

French 8 (FR 8) 

Prerequisite: none                                           

When students enter Grade 8 in the Senior School, 

they are placed in an appropriate French section 

based on their background in the language, 

following an interview, a placement test, and 

assessment throughout the month of September.  

This course is designed to further develop all four 

linguistic skills: reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking through the communicative themes such 

as shopping, preparing meals, family life, school life, 

French culture, and other themes relevant to their 

age and development. 

French 8e (FR 8) 

Prerequisite: none   

Students placed in this course enter the Senior 

School with a strong background from their work in  

elementary French. They demonstrate a very good 

level of skills in reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. The vocabulary themes studied in this  

 

course centre on shopping for clothes, discussing 

one’s after-school and weekend activities, shopping 

for groceries, and preparing meals.  

French 8a (FR 8) 

Prerequisite: none                                          

This accelerated course is intended to meet the 

needs of students entering the Senior School with 

advanced French skills in reading, writing, listening, 

and speaking. Students in this section move through 

the curriculum at an accelerated pace in order to 

complete French 12 by the end of their grade 11 
year. They develop their linguistic competence by 

completing more complex activities in all skill areas. 

~grade 9 options~ 

French 9 (FR 9) 

Prerequisite: French 8  

The thematic units presented in this course focus on 

learning to talk about one’s leisure and weekend 

activities, shopping for clothes, working in a store, 

preparing meals and shopping for groceries. 

French 9e (FR 9) 

Prerequisite: French 8     

The thematic units presented in this course centre 

on shopping for clothes, discussing one’s leisure and 

weekend activities; shopping for groceries and 

preparing meals; describing one’s appearance, 

nationality, occupations. 

French 10a (FR 9&10)         4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 8a 

This accelerated-level course continues the work 

begun in French 8a through the study of different 
topics at their level, emphasizing excellence in all 

four language acquisition areas: reading, writing, 

listening, and speaking.  As part of the accelerated 

program, the students begin a more in-depth study 

of grammar as they prepare to take French 12 in 

grade 11. 

~grade 10 options~ 

French 10 (FR 10)                4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 9 

The thematic units presented in this course include 

describing one’s appearance, nationality, and 

occupations; discussing one’s leisure activities; 

dining out; planning an evening at the movies, 

theatre, or museum. 

French 10e (FR 10)                4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 9 

The thematic units presented in this course include 

going to the movies, theatre, or museum; talking 

about one’s home and one’s interest in team and 

individual sports; fashion and shopping; holidays 

and travel plans. 

French 11a (FR 11)                4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 10a 

This accelerated course is designed to meet the 

academic needs of those grade 10 students whose 

linguistic skills qualify them to complete French 12 by 

the end of their grade 11 year. The curriculum offers 

an in-depth study of grammar as well as an 

introduction to reading more challenging literary  
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and expository texts. Students’ speaking and 

listening skills are also developed through a variety 

of more complex activities and recorded materials.  

~grade 11 options~ 

French 11 (FR 11)                                         4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 10 

The curriculum in this course continues to develop 

and review communicative themes such as travel 

and vacations; driving; fashion and personal 

appearance; one’s daily routine; outdoor activities 

and the environment. Because many students will 
choose to take French in their grade 12 year, the 

grammar component focuses increasingly on 

achieving accuracy and on being able to apply 

concepts learned in the past to reading more 

difficult passages and to writing paragraphs. In 

addition, students continue to develop their oral 

fluency.  

French 12a (FR 12)                  4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 11a or permission of the 

Department Head 

In this course students complete the Ministry 

requirements for credit in French 12. They continue 

to acquire new grammatical structures and review 

basic vocabulary and grammar from previous 

years. An increased emphasis is placed on 

demonstrating a synthesis of grammatical structures 

vocabulary and on applying this knowledge to 

more complex tasks using all four language skills. 

The goal is to develop sufficient vocabulary skills to 

comprehend and discuss material on general topics 

concerning current events, travel, school, food, 

wellness, sports, and leisure activities.   

~grade 12 options~ 

French 12 (FR 12)                   4 credits 

Prerequisite: a B standing in French 11e or French 11 

The curriculum continues from their previous course, 

focusing on themes such as health and wellness, 

friendships, post-secondary plans, and travel. An 

increasing emphasis is placed on demonstrating a 

synthesis of the grammar and vocabulary studied in 

the past and on applying this knowledge to more 

complex reading and writing tasks in order to meet 

the Ministry requirements for French 12. 

AP French Language (APFRL 12)      4 credits 

Prerequisite: French 12a  

Students who completed French 12 in their grade 11 

year may elect to take this course in grade 12. The 

curriculum for this course focuses on developing the 

linguistic skills required to receive university credit at 

the first-year level in reading, writing, listening and 

speaking activities. Students strive to apply their 

knowledge of grammar and vocabulary to the 

discussion of current events, contemporary social 

issues, as well as personal experiences.   

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Language Program 

Spanish 10 (SP 10)                                          4 credits 

Prerequisite:  none 

This is a fast paced, highly interactive course which 
introduces the student to the Spanish language and 

culture. The approach is communicative whereby 

students learn to speak, listen, read and write while 

focussing on culture and practical contexts useful 

for travel and life in Spain and the Americas. This 

course is open to students in grades 10, 11 and 12. 

Spanish 11 (SP11)                                            4 credits 

Prerequisite: Spanish 10 

This course builds on previously learned skills and 

vocabulary, introducing more complex and 

advanced grammatical structures. The emphasis 

continues to be on communication to help students 

develop listening, speaking, reading and writing 

skills. Themes such as the Hispanic concept of time 

and values related to interpersonal relationships are 

analyzed. Students explore the colourful and diverse 

traditions of Spain and the Americas through films 

and legends.  

Spanish 12 (SP 12)                                           4 credits 

Prerequisite: Spanish 11 

Students consolidate the skills they acquired from 

previous courses while working towards a high level 

of proficiency in both written and spoken Spanish. 

They will use a variety of idiomatic expressions in 

their compositions and will engage in meaningful 

dialogues. This course culminates with the Spanish 

provincial exam. 

AP Spanish 12 (SP 12 & APSPL)               8 credits 

Prerequisite: Spanish 11 

Students deepen their mastery of the language 

while working towards a level of excellence in both 

written and spoken Spanish. Articles discussing 

current events are taken from magazines, 

newspapers or the Internet and are presented 

during every class. Students will excel in writing 

extensive essays as well as understanding various 

aspects of Hispanic cultures, history and traditions. 

This course culminates with the Spanish AP 

examination. 

Mandarin Language Program 

Mandarin 9 (MAN 9)                       

Prerequisite: none 

This is a course designed for students who show an 

interest in exploring Chinese language and culture. 

Students learn the fundamental skills of the target 

language through interaction: role play, skits, 

projects, games, videos, songs, and music.  

Mandarin 10 (MAN 10)                                4 credits 

Prerequisite: none 

This is an introductory course designed to help 

students become familiar with basic vocabulary 

and expressions in everyday situations.  The course 

emphasizes pronunciation using the pinyin system, 

communicative interaction, listening 

comprehension, writing of key Chinese characters  
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with correct stroke orders, and basic grammatical 

structures.  Students are also encouraged to explore 

their family backgrounds and cultural identities as a 

starting point to exploring a new culture. 

Mandarin 11 (MAN 11)                                4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mandarin 10 or approval by 

Department Head  

This course is the continuation of Mandarin 10 with 

more vocabulary and grammatical structures 

introduced so as to enable students to 

communicate more fluently and effectively in real 

life situations. Students will read more and learn to 
write paragraphs on familiar topics as well as 

communicative documents such as postcards, 

letters, announcements, emails, etc. Students will 

continue to explore the cultural and historical 

aspects of the target language. 

Mandarin 12 (MAN 12)   4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mandarin 11 

In this more advanced course, students learn how 

to exchange ideas and thoughts on topics of 

interest as well as how to express plans, goals and 

intentions in real life situations by using idiomatic 

expressions. In addition to listening and speaking 

activities, reading assignments, written tasks such as 

letters, reports, journal entries and mini stories are 

regular expectations. Students are also encouraged 

to examine the characteristics of Chinese customs 

and traditions as well as to demonstrate cultural 

sensitivity through appropriate behaviors and 

language. Students will write the Mandarin 12 

provincial exam. 

AP Mandarin 12 (MAN 12 & APCLC)              8 credits        

Prerequisite: Mandarin 11   

This course is intended for qualified students who are 

interested in completing studies in Mandarin 

comparable in content and difficulty to a second-

year university course. The primary goal is to enable 

students to master the conventions of 

communication through the exploration of topics 

reflecting multiple aspects of Chinese language, 

literature and culture. This course culminates with 

the Chinese Language and Culture examination.  
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Department of Mathematics Course Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE 8 

GRADE 9 

GRADE 10  

GRADE 12 

Math 9 

 
Math 9  

Enriched 

 

Principles of Math 10 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 10  

Enriched 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 11 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 11  

Enriched 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 12 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

Calculus 12 

4 credits 

Math 8*  

 

Compulsory 

Elective 

Principles of Math 10 

Accelerated  

(Math 10) 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 11 

Accelerated 

(Math 11) 

4 credits 

Principles of Math 12 

Accelerated 

(Math 12) 

(Provincial) 

4 credits 

 

AP Calculus AB 

4 credits 

GRADE 11 

~Note~ 

Movement is possible across streams depending on student progress and 

teacher recommendation as approved by the Department Head 

*Students are grouped according to ability when they enter the Senior 

School. For more details go to page 32 
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Department of Mathematics Philosophy 

Our goal is for every student to feel successful in 

mathematics and to achieve her fullest potential 

in the subject. We encourage all students to take 

their formal mathematics education as far as 

possible. 

Overview of Mathematics  

Mathematics is compulsory for all students from 

grades 8 to 11. For grades 8 through 11 students 

are placed in mathematics classes according to 

their mathematical ability as shown in their 

previous class. Placement is not based solely on 

marks; it also includes an assessment of 

mathematical skills and problem-solving abilities. 

Students will be placed in a class based on the 
results of a mathematics placement test. A 

scientific calculator (recommended: TI-30X-IIS) is 

required for all grades while a graphing calculator 

(TI-83 or 84) is mandatory for Principles of 

Mathematics 10, 11 and 12 and Calculus.  

~grade 8 options~ 

Mathematics 8 (MA 8) 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 7                                       

Students continue to study the strands of number 

and number operations including integers and 

rationals, data analysis, geometry, measurement 

and algebra which are inter-related through 

problem solving. Number skills continue to be 

emphasized but the importance of algebra 

increases.  

Mathematics 8e (MA 8) 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 7 

Students are selected for this course which 

presents an enriched grade 8 curriculum. 

Selection: Students are selected for this course 

based on an assessment undertaken by the CHS 

mathematics department that addresses student 

understanding of grade 7 material and students 

potential for success in the CHS enriched 

mathematics program. Marks alone are not the 

deciding factor; the emphasis is on problem 

solving skills.  

Mathematics 9a (MA 8 & 9) 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 7                                    

Students are selected for this course which covers 
all of the concepts of Mathematics 8 and 

Mathematics 9. A minimum course average of 

86% is expected in order to advance to 

Mathematics 10a, or by teacher 

recommendation. Selection: Students are 

selected for this course based on an assessment 

undertaken by the CHS mathematics department 

that addresses student understanding of grade 7 

material and students potential for success in the 

CHS accelerated mathematics program.  

 

 

 

~grade 9 options~ 

Mathematics 9 (MA 9) 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 8                                       

The building of mathematical concepts continues 

with algebra increasing in importance. Topics 

covered include rational expressions, polynomials, 

measurement, data analysis, trigonometry and 

coordinate geometry.  

Mathematics 9e (MA 9) 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 8e 

Students are selected for this course which 

presents an enriched grade 9 curriculum. 

Selection: Students are selected for this course 

based on an assessment undertaken by the CHS 

mathematics department that addresses student 

understanding of grade 8 material and students 

potential for success in the CHS enriched 

mathematics program.  

Principles of Mathematics 10a (MA 10)          4 credits 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of 

Mathematics 8/9 

Grade 9 students in this course receive credit for 

Principles of Mathematics 10 and will write the 

mandatory provincial Principles of Mathematics 10 

examination. Upon successful completion of this 

course, students will undertake Principles of 

Mathematics 11 in their grade 10 year.  

~grade 10 options~ 

Principles of Mathematics 10 (MA 10)            4 credits 

 Prerequisite: Mathematics 9 

The two major topics covered are algebra including 

the manipulation of polynomial, rational  and 

irrational expressions, trigonometry, analytical 

geometry of straight lines, imperial measurement, 

measurement and general number skills.  

Principles of Mathematics 10e (MA 10)          4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 9e 

Students are selected for this course which presents 

an enriched grade 10 curriculum. Selection: 

Students are selected for this course based on an 

assessment undertaken by the CHS mathematics 

department that addresses student understanding 

of grade 9 material and students potential for 

success in the CHS enriched mathematics program.  

Principles of Mathematics 11a (MA 11)     4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 10a 

This course, for grade 10 students, is a continuation 

of Mathematics 10a.  Students receive credit for 

Principles of Mathematics 11. Upon successful 

completion of this course, students will undertake 

Principles of Mathematics 12 in their grade 11 year.  
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~grade 11 options~ 

Principles of Mathematics 11 (MA 11)    4 credit 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 10  

The course content is systems of equations; linear 

inequalities, functions including graphs, equations, 

and inequalities of polynomial, rational, radical, 

and absolute value functions, and analytic 

geometry.  The remainder of the time is spent 
covering circle geometry and trigonometry.  

Principles of Mathematics 11e (MA 11) 4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 10e 

Students are selected for this course which 

presents an enriched grade 11 curriculum. 

Selection: Students are selected for this course 

based on an assessment undertaken by the CHS 

mathematics department that addresses student 

understanding of grade 10 material and students 

potential for success in the CHS enriched 

mathematics program.  

Principles of Math 12a (MA 12)                 4 credits 

Prerequisite: Mathematics 11a 

This course, for grade 11 students, is a continuation 

of Mathematics 11acc.  Students receive credit for 

Principles of Mathematics 12 and will write the 

provincial Principles of Mathematics 12 

examination.

~grade 12 options~ 

Principles of Mathematics 12 (MA 12)        4 credits 

Note: 80% or higher in Principles of Mathematics 11 

is strongly recommended 

This is a provincially examined course with topics 

which include transformations of functions, 

trigonometric functions & equations, exponential 

and logarithmic functions, geometric sequences 

and series, combinatorics and probability. 

Calculus 12 (CALC 12)                                 4 credits 

Note: 80% or higher in Principles of Mathematics 11 

is strongly recommended.  

Corequisite: Mathematics 12  

This course is designed to prepare students to 

study calculus at a post-secondary institution. 
Topics include: limits and continuity, derivatives of 

all functions (polynomial, rational, radical, 

exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric) and their 

applications in curve sketching, economics, 

business and science.  

AP Calculus AB (APCAL)     4 credits 

Note: 86% or higher in Principles of Mathematics 11 

Students study calculus at a first-year university 

level. The course is taught using a combined 

graphical, numerical, and algebraic approach 

and emphasizes understanding of broad 

concepts and applying methods of problem 

solving. Topics include: limits, derivatives and their 

applications, curve sketching, differential 

equations, and integration with applications to 
areas and volumes. The final examination is 

offered by the College Board.
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Department of Outdoor Education Philosophy 

In support of the mission statement of Crofton 

House School, we believe that outdoor 

education enriches the learning of our students 

“to foster self-confidence, resilience, and 

creativity to enable each student to reach her 

unique potential”. Outdoor education is an 

integral part of our students learning and 

development. Outdoor pursuits, for many, are 

lifelong activities which promote physical and 

emotional well-being, and provide the necessary 

relief from the stress of their everyday routine. 

Outdoor education trips provide opportunities for 

teamwork and leadership development, while 

encouraging new connections and 

environmental awareness.  

Goals of Outdoor Education at CHS 

Outdoor Skills 

• Safely introduce students to a variety of 
outdoor activities with opportunities to 

step outside of their comfort zones 

• Provide instruction to the students in a 

safe and proper manner for all activities 

Personal and Intra-Personal Development 

• Provide experiences to develop positive 

character traits such as: self-confidence, 

self-reliance, leadership, team work, 
respect and responsibility 

Environmental Awareness 

• Promote an appreciation of the natural 

environment and good stewardship of 

the earth through no-trace and minimum 

impact outdoor skills 

• Provide experiences for students to 
reconnect with the natural world 

Academic Integration  

• Recognize that outdoor education is 

part of the total learning experience and 

can include many subject areas (Social 

Studies, Science, English, Drama, History, 

Geography, Physical Education)  

Program Overview 

Outdoor Education 8                                       

• Focus:  self-leadership extends to include 

leadership within a group. Being an 

intake year at Crofton House School, 

there are many group activities which 

help foster a sense of security and 

belonging. Students are introduced to 

new backcountry skills (level I). 

• Activities may include: mountain biking, 

ropes course, hiking, and archery where 

students are challenged to develop 

confidence and a sense of community. 

Outdoor Education 9                                      

• Focus: to connect students’ 

understanding of leadership and the 

environment with the broader 

community. Students continue to 

develop their backcountry skills (level II). 

• Activities may include: a challenging 
adventure such as white-water rafting or 

an introductory 1 night out-trip. Students 

will gain first hand experience of working 

as a team in the outdoors. Activities such 

as rock climbing, hiking, and 

orienteering, will also provide exciting 

opportunities to develop trust, teamwork 

and leadership. 

Outdoor Education 10                           

• Focus: intellectual, social, physical and 

emotional learning continue to be 

developed through outdoor activities 

and team initiatives. The students take 

on leadership roles and test their 

backcountry skills in setting up camp and 
cooking their own meals on a true 

backcountry adventure.  

• Activities may include: a 2 night 

overnight hiking, canoeing or kayaking 

trip. A high ropes course and giant tree 

climb are also exciting elements for 

some students. 

Outdoor Education 11/12                               

• Focus: school leadership and mentoring 

of leadership skills, (i.e. conflict resolution 

strategies, communication, etc). 

• Activities may include: winter adventure 

activities such as alpine skiing, 

snowboarding, snowshoeing, nordic 

skiing or dog-sledding. 

Please note that there is an additional cost for 

Outdoor Education trips (not included in school 

tuition but recharged to school accounts 

typically during summer holidays). 

The Outdoor Education Program is a mandatory 

part of the curriculum at CHS. Students are 

expected to participate in the Outdoor Education 

program in some fashion and must meet with 

school Administration to secure exemption from 

school trips. 
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Department of Physical Education Philosophy 

It is our goal that through participation in physical 

education at CHS, students will develop the 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to 

incorporate physical activity into regular routines 

and leisure pursuits to live an active, healthy 

lifestyle. 

At CHS it is our aim to provide students with many 

different activities to reach our goal.  As dictated 

by the provincial government, we break our 

program into three curriculum organizers:  

• Active Living 

• Skills 

• Safety, Fair Play and Leadership 

Within these three categories we further break 
the program into the following sub-categories: 

• Alternative-Environment activities 

(aquatics, hiking, orienteering and 

others) 

• Dance 

• Games (soccer, field hockey, basketball 

and others) 

• Movement experiences (rhythmic 

gymnastics, tumbling and others) 

• Individual and Dual activities 

(badminton, bowling, aerobics and 
others) 

It is hoped that through this further specialization 

in our department’s curriculum, the students will 

best develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

necessary to incorporate physical activity into 

regular routines and leisure pursuits to live an 

active, healthy lifestyle, and therefore become 

physically educated. 

Physical Education is compulsory for all students 

from grades 8 to 10. 

Physical Education 8 (PE 8)                

Prerequisite: Physical Education 7 

The Physical Education 8 curriculum builds on 

student’s skills and abilities in a wide variety of sports 

and physical activities. Intermediate skills, rules, 

positions of play and offensive and defensive 

strategies are reviewed in both team and individual 

sports. Students will be required to fulfill all of the 

Learning Outcomes in the three areas of the 

Integrated Resource Package in Physical Education. 

Physical Education 9 (PE 9)                

Prerequisite: Physical Education 8 

The Physical Education 9 curriculum builds on 

student’s skills and abilities in a wide variety of 

sports and physical activities. Intermediate and 

advanced skills, rules, positions of play and 

offensive and defensive strategies are reviewed in 

both team and individual sports. Students will be 

required to fulfill all of the Learning Outcomes in 

the three areas of the Integrated Resource 
Package in Physical Education. 

 

 

 

Physical Education 10 (PE 10)                4 credits 

Prerequisite: Physical Education 9 

Physical Education 10 has a much different focus 

than previous classes students have been 

involved in. The emphasis of the course will be 

geared toward participating in lifetime sports 

and skills; learning how to officiate/referee a 

variety of sports; organizing a class tournament in 

a specific sport/activity; and developing 

leadership and organizational skills by leading 

the class in group warm-ups. Units this year may 

include the following activities: volleyball, field 
hockey, golf, tennis, track and field, weight 

training, fitness, badminton, swing dance, 

ultimate, flag football. Evaluation will take place 

through self, peer and teacher evaluations, 

teacher observations of class activities, checklists, 

skill testing exercises, drills and participation 

records. Students will be required to fulfill all of 

the Learning Outcomes in the three areas of the 

Integrated Resource Package in Physical 

Education. 

Challenge 10 (CHALL 10)                 4 credits 

Prerequisite: Physical Education 9 and Application 

Process 

This is an alternative physical education option 

for grade 10 students at Crofton House School.   

Course Objectives 

• To introduce students to a variety of 

outdoor activities such as: camping and 

wilderness skills, hiking and backpacking, 

kayaking, snowshoe and winter 

camping, cross country skiing, rock 

climbing, mountain biking and 

navigation skills. 

• To provide instruction to the participants 

in a safe and proper manner for all 

activities.  

• To promote an appreciation of the 

natural environment and good 

stewardship of the earth through no-

trace and minimum impact outdoor skills. 

• To provide experiences to develop 

positive character traits such as: self-

confidence, self-reliance, leadership, 

team work, independence, respect and 

responsibility. 

Course Description 

In-Class: The students will attend Challenge 10 
classes as per the regular school schedule. They 

will be required to complete journal entries, 

fitness programs, research projects, skill 

development and trip preparation.  

Field trips: The students will attend several field 

trips which will take them beyond regular school 

hours. i.e. hiking the Grouse Grind, indoor rock 

climbing. 

Out-Trips: The students will attend five out-trips 

throughout the year which will allow them to 

learn and practice new skills as well as see 

different parts of BC.  
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Equipment and Cost 

Students are responsible for supplying their own 

equipment including: proper footwear, clothing, 

sleeping bags, sleeping mats and food. The cost 
of the program will cover expenditures such as 

guide fees, equipment rentals, transportation, 

and classroom materials.  

Physical Education 11 (PE 11)               4 credits 

Prerequisite: Physical Education 10 

The Physical Education 11 curriculum at Crofton 

House School is intended to provide opportunities 

for students to develop a broad range of skills 
that:  

• Encourage active participation and       

enjoyment in the school and community 

• Foster positive attitudes toward lifelong 

physical activity 

• Promote the development of a personal 

functional level of physical fitness 

• Develop communication, problem 

solving and leadership skills 

The Physical Education 11 program emphasizes 

participation, individualized training, active 

life/healthy living, and opportunities related to 

physical activity and health through onsite and 

offsite activities, including school service. 

Activities and Responsibilities: 

The Physical Education 11 course includes a 

diverse selection of activities and responsibilities 

such as: 

• Offsite activities planned by individuals in 

the class which reinforce the value of 

lifetime sports/skills, such as golf, rock 

climbing, ski trips, and others  

• Onsite activities which apply the 

elements of movement and knowledge 

of fitness to improve personal levels of 

competence in a variety of activities 

and environments 

• To expand outdoor pursuits 

• To become certified in sports first aid, 

athletic taping, officiating (in a chosen 
sport), CPRC, participate/volunteer for 

major event, i.e. Sun Run, Run for the 

Cure etc. 

Physical Education 12 (PE 12)           4 credits 

Prerequisite: Physical Education 11 or permission 

from Department Head 

Physical Education 12 provides opportunities for 
students to experience a variety of athletic 

pursuits, career interests, and activities that 

promote life long healthy living. The curriculum 

focuses on the following: 

• Active living, promoting healthy attitudes 

and regular physical activity 

• Planning for careers, analyzing and 

improving physical competence 

•  Maintaining personal fitness and 

developing effective leadership and 

sports management skills 

Activities and Responsibilities: 

The Physical Education 12 course includes a 

diverse selection of activities and responsibilities 

such as: 
• Offsite activities planned by individuals in 

the class which reinforce the value of 

lifetime sports/skills, such as golf, rock 

climbing, bowling, archery, and others 

• Onsite activities which apply the 

elements of movement and knowledge 

of fitness to improve personal levels of 

competence in a variety of activities 

and environments 

• To continue to expand outdoor pursuits 

• To increase certification in sports first aid, 

athletic taping, officiating (in a chosen 

sport), CPRC, coaching theory (NCCP II, 

technical, practical), 

participate/volunteer for major event, 

i.e. Sun Run, Run for the Cure etc.

.
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Department of Science Philosophy  

A Crofton House science student is a highly capable 

student well rounded and confident in both her 

theory and practical work; she will become 

scientifically literate able to contribute to science 

and society. The work at each grade level is 

planned to enhance both academic learning and 

practical laboratory skills and takes advantage of 

our laboratories. Courses are taught with a variety of 
teaching methods including cooperative learning 

strategies, laboratory based learning, and inquiry 

and IT based learning paying attention to the 

educational research that informs us how girls best 

learn science and, brain research that suggests the 

best ways to maximize student learning. Our goal is 

to promote interest and excitement in science while 

providing a solid foundation for further studies in 

science and its related subjects. 

Science 8 (SC 8)                                                 

Prerequisite: Science 7 

Scientific method is studied with special emphasis on 

laboratory techniques and safety. This new 

provincial curriculum includes in the Life Science Unit 

the study of the characteristics of living things, the 
nature of cells and body systems. The Physical 

Sciences units on the behaviour of waves, the 

properties of light, understanding of human vision,  

studies on force, the kinetic molecular theory, 

density and viscosity.  Water Systems on Earth 

includes the water cycle, salinity and temperature in 

the world’s oceans, the effect of water and ice on 

land, continental drainage systems and the 

productivity and species distribution in marine 

environments. The course will be enriched with a 

Chemistry unit continuing the work done in Science 

7. Science process, experimental design and 

laboratory skills are emphasized and reviewed 

throughout the course. 

Science 9 (SC 9)                                                  

Prerequisite: Science 8 

This is a laboratory-based science course with a 

problem solving approach that is broadly divided 

into three areas of study. The physical science unit 

studies the characteristics of electricity from static to 

current electricity in series and parallel circuits. The 

measurement of voltage, current and resistance is 

related to energy and power consumption. The 

physical science unit also includes the study of the 

structure of atoms and molecules, and the symbols 

and formulae of ionic compounds. It will be 

enriched by the writing and balancing of molecular 

equations. The life science unit investigates cell 

reproduction, emerging reproductive technologies 

and a comparison of sexual and asexual 
reproduction. The earth and space science unit 

surveys space exploration; looking at how a variety 

of technologies have increased human 

understanding of the major components of the 

universe and solar system, and the interactions of 

the earth and moon. The unit includes the traditional 

perspectives of a range of Aboriginal peoples in BC 

on the relationship between the earth and celestial 

bodies. Project and research work on computers will 

support student learning in this course.  

Science 10 (SC 10)                                       4 credits 

Prerequisite: Science 9 

Laboratory work and a problem solving approach 

are continued as students acquire knowledge of the 

structure of the atoms, ions and molecules, 

chemical reactions, acids, bases and salts, and 

radioactivity. The interaction of abiotic and biotic 

factors in ecosystems, bioaccumulation, and 

balance and change in populations will be 

investigated in the biology unit. In the physics unit 

students will investigate velocity and its relationships 

with time and acceleration. Earth science topics 
include thermal energy; its effect on the 

atmosphere and the impact of climate change on 

natural systems. Enrichment work in chemistry will be 

taught. A school mark generated from course work 

will make up 80% of the final mark for the year. A 

Ministry examination comprises 20% of the final mark 

for the course. 

Physics 11 (PH 11)                 4 credits 

Prerequisite: Science 10  

A variety of topics is studied which relate to 

everyday experience: kinematics, dynamics, 

energy, nuclear physics, wave motion, special 

relativity and applied optics. Significant 

experimentation and practical investigations are 

carried out, including the use of computers for data 

collection and analysis, to develop clearer 

understanding. Students must be competent at 

algebraic and numerical problem solving. 

Physics 12 (PH 12)                                        4 credits 

Note: Students should have achieved a B in a full 

year Physics 11 course 

Students study more advanced physics concepts, 
including vectors, mechanical energy, momentum, 

equilibrium, gravitation, circular motion, 

electrostatics, circuits and electromagnetism. 

Laboratory activities are emphasized and are 

supported with a well equipped laboratory using 

technology to gather and analyse data. Students 

must be adept at algebraic and numerical problem 

solving. The provincial examination will make up 40% 

of the final mark for this course. 

Physics 11a   (PH 11)                                    4 credits 

Note: Students should have achieved 86% in 

Science 10, and 86% in Mathematics 10/11  

This course is the prerequisite for the Physics 12 AP B 

course. During the grade 11 year the students will do 

AP extensions of the grade 11 curriculum and grade 

12 extensions of kinematics, dynamics and 

energy/power as well as the regular grade 11 

curriculum. 



 40

AP Physics 12 B (APPHY 12)                         8 credits  

Prerequisite: Students must have achieved 80% in 

Physics 11a  

This is the second half of a two year program that 

prepares students for both the Provincial Exam and 

the Physics AP B examination offered by the College 

Board. The course covers the grade 12 provincial 

curriculum and AP topics as required. This course is 

highly analytical and math skills are essential. 

Chemistry 11 (CH 11)                                   4 credits 

Prerequisite: Science 10 

Initial preparatory work involves laboratory 
investigations with emphasis on discussions of 

experimental uncertainty, appropriate significant 

figures and the use of scientific notation. Properties 

of matter and their uses in identification and 

separation of substances are considered. Previous 

work on formulae and naming of inorganic 

substances is reviewed and then extended with the 

addition of acids.  The mole is introduced and used 

in many calculations involving chemical reactions. 

Units follow on atomic structure, bonding, and the 

families and trends of properties amongst elements 

in the periodic table. Finally, basic organic chemistry 

is introduced. Problem solving and laboratory 

investigations are emphasised throughout this 

intensive introduction to chemistry. 

Chemistry 12 (CH 12)                                   4 credits 

Note:  Students should have achieved a B in a full 

year course of Chemistry 11 

Students continue their study of chemistry focussing 

on reaction kinetics, equilibrium, solubility, acid-base 

chemistry and oxidation-reduction. Fewer topics are 

covered than in Chemistry 11 but a greater depth of 

theory and explanation is required. Problem solving, 

application of knowledge and laboratory 

investigations are emphasised throughout this 

course and are supported by very well equipped 
chemistry laboratories. Technology, sensors and 

interfaces enable the collection and analysis of 

data. The provincial examination will make up 40% 

of the final mark for this course. 

Chemistry 11a (CH 11)                                4 credits 

Prerequisite: Students must have achieved 86% in 

Chemistry 10 and 85% in Math 10/11   

This course is the prerequisite for the Chemistry 12 AP 

course. The Chemistry 11 content is enriched with 

units in thermo-chemistry, advanced atomic and 

bonding theory, and the behaviour of phases of 

matter. The course is taught at a fast pace and is for 

students who have shown a high degree of 

competency in Chemistry 9 and 10. The Grade 11 

work will be finished in the spring of the of the Grade 
11 year in order for Chemistry 12 work to be started 

early. 

AP Chemistry 12 (APCHE 12)                      8 credits 

Prerequisite: Students must have achieved at least 

80% in Chemistry 11a  

Students follow the College Board program, which 

includes a focus on the Chemistry 12 curriculum and 

the study of thermodynamics and kinetics.  The 

course is equivalent to a first year university course in 

Chemistry, and therefore moves at a quick pace, 

and requires coverage of a larger amount of 

material than Chemistry 12. Problem solving, 

application of knowledge and laboratory 

investigations are emphasised throughout this 

intensive course. Chemistry 12 work is completed by 

studying the topics of reaction rate theory, solubility, 

acids and bases, dissociation of acids, titrations, 
buffers, redox reactions, electrochemical cells and 

electrolysis. Work for the AP exam includes 

thermodynamics, enriched equilibrium, acid-base, 

and electrochemical concepts. Review and 

practice for both examinations is part of the course.  

Biology 11 (BI 11)                                            4 credits 

Prerequisite: Science 10 

This is a survey course of many of the underlying 

concepts in modern biology. Seminars, discussions, 

presentations and open book assessments introduce 

students to critical thinking and problem solving in 

biology. Students must be prepared for a high level 

of participation in class each day. It is a laboratory 

based course in which students are encouraged to 

develop their observational skills. Topics include 
ecology which includes introductory biochemistry of 

photosynthesis and respiration, a survey of three of 

the five kingdoms of organisms and introductory 

evolutionary theory. Field trips will include Burns or 

Camosun Bog, a marine science trip and/or the 

Vancouver Aquarium are part of the course.  

Biology 12 (BI 12)                                            4 credits 

Note: Students should have taken either Biology 11 

or Chemistry 11or permission of Department Head 

The course includes an introduction to cell structure 
and biochemistry which comprise one third of the 

course. The balance of the course is made up of the 

anatomy and physiology of the human digestive, 

circulatory, respiratory, nervous, excretory, 

endocrine and reproductive systems. Students will 

use their knowledge of the scientific method to 

design their own experiments and carry them out. 

Biology 12 is a provincially examinable course, 60% 

of the marks make up the school mark and 40% is 

from the provincial examination. 
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Department of Social Studies Course Information 
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Department of Social Studies Philosophy 

The Social Studies department aims to heighten 

students’ understanding of the world around them, 

both past and present, and to encourage students 

to learn about their social, political, and 

environmental surroundings. In addition, we aim to 

develop the students’ sense of responsibility for 

becoming informed and active members of their 

community and the greater, global community of 

the 21st century. The course offerings in the 

department are designed to meet student interests, 

and to provide students with the skills and 

knowledge required to be well prepared for 

examinations and for higher-level studies in the 

humanities at the post-secondary level. 

Social studies courses are part of a student’s 

required academic course work between grades 8 

and 11. Courses mandated by the British Columbia 

Ministry of Education are completed by the end of 
grade 11, at which time students write an 

examination required for graduation. Students can 

also choose from a selection of social studies 

electives offered at the grade 11 and 12 levels. The 

department offers Economics 11, Law 12, 

Geography 12, History 12, and AP European History. 

Social Studies 8 (SS 8)                                               

Prerequisite: Social Studies 7 

 The aim of this course is to provide students with an 

overview of the civilizations of Europe and Asia from 

the Fall of Rome to about the 17th century.  Students 

are also introduced to world geography via a study 

of basic mapping skills.  The skills and knowledge 

objectives of the course aim to generate a 

conceptual base from which the study of physical 
geography and the history of multiple regions can 

be approached in future years.   

Social Studies 9 (SS 9)   

Prerequisite: Social Studies 8 

 The aim of this course is to provide students with an 

overview of the social, political, economic, and 

technological forces that shaped Europe and 

North American from about the 16th to the 19th 
century.  Students will also examine the relationship 

between Aboriginal peoples and Europeans, and 

explain the role each played in the development 

of Canada.  The course also explores Canada’s 

diverse geographical regions and their respective 

characteristics.  Skills and knowledge objectives 

aim to prepare students for an in depth study of 

Canada’s development as a nation. 

Social Studies 10 (SS 10)       4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 9 

The aim of this course is to provide students with an 
in-depth understanding of Canada in the century 

before WWI.  The focus is on the forces that shaped 

Confederation, and the social, economic and 

political implications thereof.  The geographic 

component of this course explores issues of 

resource-development, stewardship and 

sustainability.  

 

Social Studies 11 (SS11)        4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 10 

The aim of this course is to develop thoughtful, 

responsible, and active citizens who have a solid 
base of knowledge about Canada in the 20th 

century.  The major themes of the course are Politics 

and Government, Autonomy and International 

Involvement, Human Geography, and Society and 

Identity.  This course has a set Graduation Program 

examination worth 20% of the final course mark.  All 

students taking SS11 are required to write the exam 

in order to receive credit for this course.   

Economics 11 (EC 11)          4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 10 

This course provides students with opportunities to 
examine and analyze the effects of economic 

activity on society in Canada and abroad. Students 

will gain an understanding of some basic economic 

principles, and insight into the personal, professional 

and business decisions that are made on the basis 

of these principles. Students in this course will 

participate in a business fair and a stock market 

simulation project; they will also produce a research 

paper and engage in a variety of activities to 

explain and reinforce their understanding of 

economics. Skills and knowledge objectives aim to 

prepare students for higher level study in the 

humanities, including economics, business or 

commerce, and world history or political science. 

Geography 12 (GEO 12)                              4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 11 or Social Studies 10 

and by permission of instructor  

This course examines the physical and human-

created systems of the world through the study of 

people, places, and environments. The course aims 

to develop students’ geographical literacy so they 

can interpret landscapes; understand the 

interconnections between their actions and the 

earth’s physical systems; understand how local, 

regional, and global environments affect them; and 

make informed and responsible decisions about 

how to manage the earth’s resources. As this is a 

provincially examinable course, the organization of 

themes and the assessment of course materials 

follows the Ministry of Education’s examination 

specifications for each academic year. Students will 

be well prepared for higher-level study in physical 

geography, human geography, and global issues. 

History 12 (HI 12)                  4 credits 
Prerequisite: Social Studies 11  

The aim of this course is to provide students with a 

survey-knowledge of World History in the 20th 

century.  Students learn about the social and 

political forces that shaped the modern world via an 

examination of the major historical 'landmarks' since 

WWI.  Knowledge and skills objectives aim to ensure 

that students are able to understand the events of 

the 20th century not simply as occurrences on the 

continuum of time, but as products of the ‘human 

condition’. For this provincially examinable course, 

the syllabus is built on the specifications provided by 

the Ministry of Education. 
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Law 12 (LAW 12)       4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies  

This course is built on the premise that legally literate 

students are more likely to become active, informed 

and productive citizens, and are better equipped to 

participate effectively in a democratic society and 

can recognize what conduct is regulated by law. 

Law 12 fosters skills and attitudes that enhance 

students’ abilities to address legal, social and ethical 

issues, and reflect critically on the role of law in 

society. This course undertakes to examine the 

foundations of law, criminal law, civil law, and family 
law. This is not a provincially examinable course. 

AP European History (APHI 12)    4 credits 

Prerequisite: Social Studies 11or by permission of 

Department Head 

The course explores the intellectual, cultural, social 

and economic experiences of Europe in the years 

1450-1991. Students practice analyzing document-

based questions, produce a variety of historical 

papers and participate in seminars as part of the 

process of preparing for the AP examination, where 

much of the material presented is from primary 

historical sources. Knowledge and skills objectives 

aim to ensure that students are prepared for the 
study of history and/or political science at the 

university level.
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Department of Library and Information Services 
 

Department of Library Services 

Information Literacy Skills Program 

The mission of the Information Literacy Skills 

program is to provide students with skills and 

resources to become effective researchers, critical 

thinkers and independent learners. The program is 

based in the Senior School Library, which holds an 

excellent collection of reference material, non-

fiction, fiction, and audio-visual material. Students 

also have access to a wide range of online 

resources, including a variety of highly regarded 

subscription databases.  

The Role of the Teacher-Librarian 

Within cooperatively planned units of study, the 

Teacher-Librarian and subject teachers guide 

students to find, evaluate and communicate 

information effectively and efficiently. Skills are 

taught at the junior level and then built upon in the 

high school years. In the senior school, information 

processing skills are introduced at the Grade 8 and 

9 levels, and are practiced and refined at the 

higher levels. 

The Teacher-Librarian and Library Technician 

provide research services for students and faculty, 

as well as ensuring the library acquires and 
maintains resources and materials that support the 

curriculum and facilitate both learning and leisure 

reading. 
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   ~Appendix A~ 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDIES FORM 

In order to accurately complete your academic records and to assist us in providing you with 
course counselling, details of any academic courses taken outside Crofton House with documents 
supporting course completion must be provided and submitted to Student Services. Only 
completed courses will appear on your CHS transcript. Courses in progress will not be included.  If 
you are taking a GVDES independent course and would like an interim transcript sent, you must 
request one directly from GVDES.   

Please complete the form below if you are currently registered in, have completed, or plan to take 
any of the following: 

� Greater Vancouver Distance Education School (including Online Learning) 

� Vancouver School Board Summer School  

� Independent Advanced Placement Studies ** 

���� this form must be submitted by March 4, 2011 for this option in order for an 
AP exam to be ordered for you 

� Course Challenge 

Last Name: ____________________________        First Name: ________________________ 

Student Number: ________________________ Advisor: ___________________________  

COURSE NAME START 
DATE 

COMPLETION  

DATE 

WHERE STUDIED 
(ie. summer, online or  

Distance Ed. school) 

       

       

       

       

       

**Students who are planning to write independent Advanced Placement exams must 
register for the exam with Ms. Robertson-Fry. Exams will not be ordered or supervised for 
Advanced Placement courses which are offered at the school and the completion of this 
form is to notify the school of your plan and completion of the course only.   

APPROVAL SIGNATURES: 

Parent Signature & Date: ______________________________________________________ 

Department Head Signature(s) & Date: ___________________________________________ 

Student Services Department Head Signature & Date: _______________________________ 
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~Appendix B~ 

 

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM 

For Canadian Admissions Offices 

Please read carefully! List all the universities in the appropriate section (ie. Ontario, within 
B.C. and All other Provinces) alphabetically, e.g. list University of Toronto by “Toronto” and 
not “University”. You must indicate the necessary information and particular program if 
different than the main Admissions office. Don’t forget to sign and date this form.  

**do not include self-reporting schools. No paper transcripts are sent in these cases** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY/ 

COLLEGE 

Admissions Office 

 

DATE 

APPLIED? 

Student 

Reference # 

(provided by 

the university) 

Transcripts 

should be 

postmarked/ 

received by? 

*FOR OFFICE USE ONLY* 

SENT? 

DATE? HOW? 

~WITHIN ONTARIO~ 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Name: ________________________________  CHS student #:___________________ 

B.C. PEN #: ____________________________  Email: __________________________ 

SAMPLE 
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~Appendix C~ 

 

 



 48

~Appendix D~ 

 

Student Services copy          

 

Course Change Form - Deadline October 8, 2010            

STUDENT NAME:  _____________________________         GRADE:  _________    STUDENT #:  ____________  

DATE OF REQUEST: ___________________________  

    

COURSE(S) TO DROP:    

COURSE CODE/SECTION/BLOCK     

     

COURSE(S) TO ADD:              CREDITS CHECKED □ 
COURSE CODE/SECTION/BLOCK              

REASON: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________      
 STUDENT SIGNATURE      

_________________________      ____________________________               

COUNSELLOR SIGNATURE    DATE OF COMPLETION 
 

 

 

 

Student copy for parent signature           

 

Course Change Form - Deadline October 8, 2010 

STUDENT NAME:  _____________________________         GRADE:  _________    STUDENT #:  ____________  

DATE OF REQUEST: __________________  

COURSE(S) TO DROP:    

COURSE CODE/SECTION/BLOCK         

 
COURSE(S) TO ADD:               

COURSE CODE/SECTION/BLOCK              

 

REASON: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________    ____________________________  

STUDENT SIGNATURE         PARENT SIGNATURE 
___________________________        ____________________________          

COUNSELLOR SIGNATURE     DATE OF COMPLETION  
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~Appendix E~ 

Sign up with the Career Counsellor in Student Services for an Intake Interview and complete an enrolment 

form prior to the interview. The enrolment form (sample attached) can be completed in advance and 
attached to the Course Selection Sheet.

Optional Work Experience Enrolment Form 

Student Name: ______________________________  School Year: _________ 

Student Number: _________________    Grade: _____________  

Optional Work Experience Placement Areas: (Check one or more that interest you) 

Art Careers  Health Science  

Accounting  Hospitality/Tourism 

Career Explorations Humanities 

Business Administration Justice Careers 

Computer Sciences & Technology Music 

Digital Communications Media Arts (Photography) 

Education Psychology 

Engineering  Sciences 

Entrepreneurship Sports & Recreation 

Family Services Theatre  

Fashion Design/Textiles Video Arts 

Writing/Journalism 

Program of Study:  

List any specific placement areas or career settings where you might like to participate in work experience:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: A student’s Career Sector may change over the course of their Grade 10, 11 and 12 years. A student may 
select one or more placement opportunities and complete work experience in one or more sectors. A separate 

certificate will be issued for all hours completed in each sector. 

 

______________________________           ______________________________        ________________________ 

         Student Signature                     Career Counsellor       Date Submitted 

                       

 

*Students will be placed on a first-come, first-served basis as placement opportunities will be limited to school 

vacation breaks. 
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~Appendix F~ 

GRADE 9 COURSE SELECTION 2010-11 

Name  Student #  

 REQUIRED COURSES 

1 English 
(4 credits) 

EN9 
 

 2 Mathematics 
(4 credits) 

MA9/MA9e 
MA10a (Math 10) 

 

3 Science 
(4 credits) 

SC9 
 

 4 Social Studies 
(4 credits) 

SS9 
 

 

5 French 
(4/8 credits) 

FR9/FR9e 
FR10a/i (French 9/10) 

 6 Physical Education 
(4 credits) 

PE9 
 

 ELECTIVE COURSES (One semester each) 

7  
 

  8   

 

• Please rank ALL electives (1 – 9) according to preference.  
• Every effort will be made to assign your top four choices. 
• All courses are worth 1.33 credits. Rank 

Applied Skills:  
(at least one Applied 
Skills course will be 
assigned) 

Food Studies FDS9  

ICT – Introduction to Digital Images & Animation IT9A  

ICT  – Robotics & Programming IT9P  

Textile Studies TEX9  

Fine Arts:  
(at least one Fine 
Arts course will be 
assigned) 

Drama DRA9  

Music – Choral MU9  

Music – Instrumental Instrument:  MU9i  

Visual Arts AR9  

Languages: Mandarin MAN9  

OFF-TIMETABLE COURSE (See over for more details) 

This full-year courses does not count towards CHS Applied Skills and Fine Arts requirements ���� 

Music - Orchestra (4 credits) Instrument:   

 

Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

Teacher Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

SAMPLE 
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~Appendix G~ 

GRADE 10 COURSE SELECTION 2010-11 
Name  Student #  

 

 REQUIRED COURSES 

 
1 English 

(4 credits) 
EN10 
 

 2 Mathematics 
(4 credits) 

MA10/MA10e 
MA11a (Math 11) 

 
3 Science 

(4 credits) 
SC10 
 

 4 Social Studies 
(4 credits) 

SS10 
 

 
5 French 

(4 credits) 
FR10/FR10e 
FR11a (French 11) 

 6 Physical Education 
(4 credits) 

 � one 

PE10  

CHAL10  

 
REQUIRED ELECTIVE COURSES 

 
7 Planning 10A 

(2 credits) 
 
 

 8   

 
• Please rank ALL electives (1 – 10) according to preference.  
• Every effort will be made to assign your top two or three choices.  Rank 

Applied Skills:  
(at least one Applied 
Skills course will be 
assigned) a 

Food Studies (2 credits) FDS10  

ICT – Web Design (2 credits) IT10A  

ICT – Introduction to Java Programming (2 credits) IT10P  

Textile Studies (2 credits) TEX10  

Fine Arts:  
(at least one Fine 
Arts course will be 
assigned) a 

Digital Film Communication (2 credits) DF10  

Drama (2 credits) DRA10  

Music (2 credits) MU10  

Music Instrumental (2 credits) Instrument MU10i  

Visual Arts (2 credits) AR10  

Languages: Mandarin (4 credits) MAN10/11b 10 11 

Spanish (4 credits) SP10  

a - If a language is assigned, only one Fine Art or one Applied Skills course will be assigned for 2 credits. 
b - Mandarin 11 must be approved by the Department Head. 

 
OFF-TIMETABLE COURSES (See over for more details) 
These full-year courses do not count towards CHS Applied Skills and Fine Arts requirements ���� 

Music – Chamber Choir (4 credits)  

Music – Orchestra (4 credits) Instrument:   

 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Teacher Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

SAMPLE 
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~Appendix H~ 

GRADE 11 COURSE SELECTION 2010-11 
Name  Student #  

 

 REQUIRED COURSES 

 
1 English 

(4/8 credits) 

 � one 

EN11 (enr)   2 Mathematics 
(4 credits) 

MA11/MA11e 
MA12a (Math 12) 

EN12 (acc)  

 
3 Science 

(4 credits) 
Your highest ranked 
Science will be assigned. 

 4 Social Studies 
(4 credits) 

SS11 

 
5 Language 

(4/8 credits) 
Your highest ranked 
Language will be assigned. 

 6 Planning/Tutorial 
(2 credits) 

PL10B 

 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

 
7   8  

 
• Please rank TEN courses (1 – 10) according to preference. If possible, your top three choices will be scheduled. 
• Most courses are worth 4 credits. Grade 12/AP courses (*) - 8 credits. Grade 10 half-year courses (^) - 2 credits. 
• You may not choose just one grade 10 half-year course (^), you must choose two. Rank both with the same number. 

 
   11 12 AP    10 11 12 AP 
Fine Arts, Applied Skills, etc:     Languages:      
 Choral Music CM       French FR   * �  

 Computer Science CS   * �    Mandarin MAN   * �  

 Digital Film DF       Spanish SP     
 Film Studies FS      Sciences: (At least two courses must be ranked.) 
 Food Studies FDS       Biology BI     
 Graphic Design GD       Chemistry CH     
 Physical Education PE       Chemistry (acc) CHa     

 Textile Studies TEX       Physics PH     

 Theatre Perform. TPA       Physics (acc) PHa     
 Visual Arts AR      Social Studies:  
        Economics EC     
        Geography GEO     

        Law LAW     
 
OFF-TIMETABLE COURSES (See over for more details) 
These full-year courses do not count towards CHS Applied Skills and Fine Arts requirements � 10 11 
Music – Chamber Choir (4 credits)   
Music – Orchestra (4 credits) Instrument:    

 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Teacher Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

SAMPLE 
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~Appendix I~ 

GRADE 12 COURSE SELECTION 2010-11 
Name  Student #  

 

 REQUIRED COURSES 

 
1 English 

(4 credits) 
Your highest ranked course 
will be assigned. 

 2 Grad. Trans. GT2 
(4 credits) 

Spare 

 
ELECTIVE COURSES 

 
3   4  

 
5   6  

 
7   8  Spare? Y/N   

 

• Please rank TWELVE  electives (1 – 12) according to preference. If possible, your top 6 or 7 choices will be scheduled. 
• Most courses are worth 4 credits. Combined AP courses (*) - 8 credits. Grade 10 half-year courses (^) - 2 credits. 
• If you choose two grade 10 half-year course (^), rank both with the same number. If you choose only one grade 10 half-

year course, you will not be allowed a spare. 
 
   11 12 AP    10 11 12 AP 
English: (At least two courses must be ranked.)  Languages:      
 Language EN       French FR     
 Literature LIT       Mandarin MAN   * �  
        Spanish SP   * �  
Fine Arts, Applied Skills, etc:     Mathematics:     
 Choral Music CM       Calculus CAL     
 Computer Science CS   * �    Mathematics MA     
 Digital Film DF      Sciences:      
 Film Studies FS       Biology BI     
 Food Studies FDS       Chemistry CH     
 Graphic Design GD       Chemistry (acc) CHa   * 
 Physical Education PE       Physics PH     
 Textile Studies TEX       Physics (acc) PHa   * 
 Theatre Perform. TPA      Social Studies:      
 Visual Arts AR       Economics EC     
        Geography GEO     
        History HI     
        Law LAW     
 
OFF-TIMETABLE COURSES (Full year) (See over for more details) 
These courses do not count towards CHS Applied Skills and Fine Arts requirements � 10 11 12 
Music – Chamber Choir (4 credits)    
Music – Orchestra (4 credits) Instrument:     

 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 
 
Teacher Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

SAMPLE 


