
In Grade 9, Jastina Aujla ‘16 was a
regular teenage girl, enjoying school,
making friends and dreaming about her
future. She had joined Crofton House
School in Grade 8, and a year into high
school “lifewas awesome,” she sayswith
a big smile.
One fall afternoon, Jastina was sitting

outside school, waiting at her regular
pick-up spot. When her mother did not
arrive, she starting texting and calling.
It was her father who finally respond-
ed. There had been a car accident, and
Jastina’s mother was on her way to the
hospital.
Until the day of her parents’ car ac-

cident, Jastina’s mother was the centre
of the home. Like many women, she
balanced a full-time career with fami-
ly. Jastina’s father owned and managed
a contracting business, working long
hours. After careful consideration, both
parents had committed to giving Jastina
and her younger brother an indepen-
dent school education. It was a financial
stretch, but the family was prepared to
make the sacrifices.

The impact of the car accident was
significant. A neck injury left Jastina’s
mother with a serious speech impedi-
ment and no longer able to work. Her
father sustained back injuries that left
him less able to manage his business.
With her parents’ incomes declining,
Jastina became aware of her family’s
new reality. “Grade 10 was challenging.
My family had lost substantial income. I
took a weekend job. I was fast learning
the value of money, the cost of groceries
and the cost of a school uniform.”

Reluctantly, the family made the de-
cision to withdraw both children from
independent schools. Jastina recalls

making an appointment for her and her
mother to meet with Patricia Dawson,
head of school. “Dr. Dawson was reti-
cent to have me in the meeting,“ says
Jastina. “I told her — my mother stut-
ters, my father struggles with English.
I am the eldest child, and I am the voice
of the family.” After hearing about the
family’s circumstance, the school, under
Patricia Dawson’s guidance, committed
financial assistance to support Jastina
on a bursary program until graduation.

“Crofton House was always a wel-
coming place for me. Having secured a
bursary, I threw myself into school life.
I joined as many extracurricular pro-
grams as possible and focused on my
studies. I spoke to all the girls and forced
myself to smile to trick my brain to be
happy.” In Grade 12, Jastina fulfilled a
high school dream of being voted on to
the school leadership team — in 2016
she was Assistant Head Girl of Crofton
House School.

Jastina deeply values the education
she received at Crofton House. She
describes the academic program as
rigorous. However, her teachers were
supportive and school was a safe place.
“Despite my struggles, I was embraced
bymy school peers. I had somuch fun at
school. I laughedmyway throughFriday
morning student-run assemblies, stud-
ied with my classmates, and made best
friends for life.”

On a full scholarship, Jastina is cur-
rently studying sciences at UBC. Her
goal is to be a pediatrician. The deter-
mination and work ethic that she de-
veloped at CHS will inevitably take her
a longway towards fulfilling her dreams.

THESE STORIES WERE PROVIDED BY CROFTON HOUSE SCHOOL FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES.

Established in 1898, Crofton House
School is an exemplary university pre-
paratory day school for girls from junior
kindergarten to grade 12 where girls can
unabashedlypursue their education.From
inception, this exceptional learning en-
vironment has been guided by bold deci-
sions. The school’s founder Jessie Gordon
was ahead of her time in creating a school
that allowed young women to reach their
full potential. Her bold tradition is contin-
ued today under the leadership of Patricia
Dawson.
In an interview with Dr. Patricia Daw-

son, she discusses the best timing to sub-
mit an admissions application to CHS.

Closing date to submit an application to
CHS is December 1. On average, how many
girls do you accept into the school a year?
Dawson: In total, we accept 100 girls an-

nually intoour four intake years,which are
junior kindergarten, senior kindergarten,
grade 6 and 8. Openings in our non-intake
years only become available if a family
leaves the school.

Why does your school specifically open up
spaces in grade 6 and grade 8?
Dawson:The6and7 transitionprogram

addresses the tension between a girl’s de-
sire to be grown up, and at the same time,
still be a child. It focuses on self-esteem
and a positive self-image, and eases the
transition from the Junior School to the
Senior School.
Grade 8 is the start of high school and

the largest intake year at CHS. New to
the school, as of this year, we are offering
a bursary program open to grade 8 appli-
cations for admittance in September 2017.

Why does the School feel the need to in-
troduce a bursary program?
Dawson: We believe that by widening

our applicant pool of extraordinary girls,
regardless of financial circumstances, we
will enrich the learning environment for
all our students.Our 10-year goal is to have
20per cent of the girls in the senior school,

grades 8 through 12, receiving significant-
financial assistance.
The school has always provided assis-

tance to families whose financial circum-
stances changed significantly while their
daughters are enrolled in the school.

Why did you specifically choose grade 8 as
the recipient year for bursary applicants?
Dawson: Girls this age have the devel-

opmental capacity for self-motivation and
initiative about their educational aspi-
rations. They are also more independent
and can use public transportation to get to
school.

How does a parent decide the right year
for their daughter to apply at CHS is?
Dawson: Come and visit our beautiful

campus! That’s the best way to get to know
ifCroftonHouse is right for your daughter.
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Dr. Patricia Dawson, Head of School.

We believe that by
widening our applicant
pool of extraordinary
girls, regardless of
financial circumstances,
we will enrich the
learning environment for
all our students.

DR.PATRICIADAWSON

EXTRAORDINARY
LEARNINGFORGIRLS

Despite my struggles,
I was embraced by
my school peers. I
had so much fun at
school. I laughed my
way through Friday
morning student-run
assemblies, studied
with my classmates,
and made best friends
for life.”

JASTINAAUJLA

Open House Days
Attending an open house is
a great way to meet with the
admissions team and to interact
with current students and
teachers who can answer your
questions and share their CHS
experience with you.

OCTOBER 29, 10:00 AM
Junior and Senior Kindergarten

NOVEMBER 5, 10:00 AM
Grade 6 and 8

Register for an open house at
www.croftonhouse.ca/openday

Inquire about full or partial
financial assistance for
students applying for grade 8 at
admissions@croftonhouse.ca.

Crofton House School
3200 West 41st Avenue
Vancouver, BC
604 263 3255
@crofton_house
www.croftonhouse.ca

Kindergarten students playing in the woods on the CHS campus.

Junior School girls enjoy a nutritious middaymeal offered by the school’s daily community dining program.

LEFT FROM CLOCKWISE: Informed use of technology and collaborate study is encouraged at CHS.; The campus offers a garden retreat
for students as they prepare for English class; Crofton Falcons celebrate a goal during a field hockey competition.

Inspiring girls to discover and pursue their personal excellence

Courage. Creativity. Citizenship.

Crofton House School

Crofton House School’s warm inclusive community makes a difference
for student following family struggles

LEFT: Assistant Head Girl, Jastina Aujla takes a selfie of the graduating class of 2016; ABOVE: Singing with all their
hearts - the cast of the Junior School’s spectacular production of Disney’s The Lion King Junior.
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